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The Shorter Catechism  

of the Eastern Orthodox Church 

 

 

On the occasion of the 10 year anniversary of the founding of the Saint Arseny 

Orthodox Christian Theological Institute, the Canadian Journal of Orthodox 

Christianity is offering a reprint of the third edition of The Shorter Catechism of 

the Eastern Orthodox Church. The second edition was published in 1929, in 

Chicago, Illinois – it had been completed under editorship of Bishop Theophilus 

and examined and approved by Bishop Arseny of Canada. The third edition of 

The Shorter Catechism was published by the Saint Arseny Institute in 2005, in 

Winnipeg, Manitoba.  

This is the first open access publication of The Shorter Catechism.     
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BIOGRAPHY - SAINT ARSENY 
TEACHER OF THE ORTHODOX FAITH1 

 

 His Eminence Archbishop Arseny was born Andrij Lvovich Chahovtsov on 

the 10th of March, 1865, in the Kharkov district of what is now Ukraine. He was 

the eldest son in a family of five children, whose parents were the reader Lev 

Chahovtsov and his wife, Anna. When his father died, Andrij, as the eldest, was 

sent to a school for clergy children, where he spent eleven happy years. 

 

 On the 7th of May, 1890, Archbishop Amvrosy ordained him to the 

priesthood. He was sent to serve at the Church of the Nativity of the Holy 

Theotokos in the village, Derhachi. From the 18th of April, 1891, onward, he 

taught Canon Law in the Church School there. 

 

 When His Grace Bishop Tikhon was recruiting priests for service in the 

Orthodox New World, Father Arseny accepted the call.  He commented: “Now, I 

go to the New World, with a cross and a Gospel and begin the work of my  

calling . . .” 

 

 As the administrator of the Church for Canada, with his base at the Holy 

Trinity Sobor in Winnipeg, in 1910, at his urging, the parish purchased a lot 

beside the church.  A two-story residence was built, with cells/rooms for monks 

and students.  His plans for a Theological School were not realized, due to his 

later move to Edmonton, Alberta.  (His vision of a Theological School in the 

building was fulfilled in September, 2003, with the establishment of Saint Arseny 

Institute). 

 

 In the spring of 1929, Bishop Arseny offered Theological courses to 

candidates for the priesthood at Holy Ascension Monastery near the town of 

Sifton, Manitoba. The themes of the lectures were: Leadership for Rural Priest; 

                                                            
1 From the Third Edition, Saint Arseny Orthodox Christian Theological Institute, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
2005.  
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Liturgics; Homiletics; and, Priestly Writings. The five students, who completed 

the courses, served as Priests in Canada. In the words of Bishop Arseny: 
 

My thoughts are turned to the establishment of a school/bursa for the ‘birth’ of 

Priests, candidates for the Priesthood from Canadian youth. . . We cannot look to 

the general American Theological Schools, since Canada is considered ‘Siberia,’ 

from which people try to run away as fast as possible. We are left with our native 

Canadians, candidates from which we must locate and raise up some individuals 

as Theological Padres. It is hard, both materially and for the morale, especially in 

the matter of teachers. But all this I endure and prepare the way with a desired 

purpose. 
 

 Upon retiring in the United States in 1937, he applied to the Holy Synod 

for the blessing to establish St. Tikhon’s Pastoral School (now Seminary). The 

opening of the School was another feat of tireless labour and ingenuity on 

Archbishop Arseny’s part. 

 

 So much remains to be said about this remarkable man.  His contribution 

to the Orthodox Church in Canada and America was memorable and 

foundational. Clearly, he had a vision for education of laity and potential clergy in 

the Orthodox Faith. 
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PREFACE2 

 

“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations. . . .” (Matthew 28:19 - 20) 

 

 With Jesus’s blessed command and with the power of the Holy Spirit, the 

apostles set out into the world to teach that “Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 

and that believing you may have life in His name” (John 20:30 - 31). 

 

 When holy Prince Vladimir accepted the Orthodox faith from the Greeks 

for his land of Rus, Saints Cyril and Methodius translated the word of God and 

the services from Greek into the Slavic language of their people. 

 

 In the same spirit of Apostleship, Bishop Arseny and others such as 

Bishops Vladimir and Tikhon, and the monk Herman, arrived in North America, 

armed with the strength of the Holy Spirit, the vision of the future Church and 

the ardent desire to draw its peoples into the net. Through the tireless efforts of 

the many apostles of Christ, Orthodoxy has spread to the farthest regions of our 

nation, and brought thousands back to the Church of the New Testament – the 

Eastern Orthodox Tradition. 

 

 Realizing that the Word of Truth must be revealed in the language of the 

people of North America, the treasures of Orthodoxy from around the world were 

translated into English, the first being liturgical music, translated by Bishop 

Vladimir.  The next important translation, done by Bishop Tikhon, was the 

Priest’s Service Book. For his work, he was awarded a Doctorate of Theology from 

the University of Wisconsin. Vladyka Arseny began a Theological Institute at 

Holy Trinity Cathedral in Winnipeg, Manitoba, where Canadian men were to be 

educated in the English language, preparing them for Priesthood. Unfortunately, 

with his relocation to Edmonton, the institute had to close its doors.  However, in 

2003, Vladyka’s dream was resurrected, with the re-opening of the Theological 

                                                            
2 From the Third Edition, Saint Arseny Orthodox Christian Theological Institute, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
2005. 
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Institute at the original site – Holy Trinity Sobor – where his work is being 

continued.   

 

 Vladyka possessed true Orthodox mentality – that the Faith is a way of life 

which encompasses every moment of our lives, not just worshipping Sunday. 

Vladyka  prayed that the Church Catechism would not only be read at Church, but 

also frequently in the home, and that the people would develop “more decorum in 

everything - more respectable inclination toward the things of God.” This was 

made reality, when an abbreviated, a simple Catechism was compiled and 

translated into the English language by Bishop Theophilus, and  approved for use 

by Bishop Arseny in 1928. Over the years, this catechism was circulated twice 

around North America. One booklet, personally sealed and signed by Vladyka 

Arseny, was presented many years ago to the Bishop’s Subdeacon and the 

Cathedral’s own Vasily Hatmanenko. 

 

 Recently, our Institute has been doubly blessed.  Firstly, we have taken on 

the name of our Patron, and we are rightly called the Saint Arseny Theological 

Institute. Secondly, the Institute has been blessed by Vasily Hatmanenko, with 

the gift of the Catechism Book, presented to him many years ago by Bishop 

Arseny. 

 

 To keep alive the Apostolic calling of our great Shepherd, Bishop Arseny, 

the Theological Institute is circulating his Catechism booklet around the nation 

for the third time. 

 

 Bishop Arseny pray for us, that in the true spirit of Apostleship, we may 

continue your work in North America, for the glory and love of God. 
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