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1. Apxuenuckon ApceHuii (B Mupy AHapeii JibBoBuu YarosLos).!
His Eminence, Archbishop Arseny (in the world, Andrij?
Lvovich Chahovtsov).?

2. CTapwun CbiH NATUAETHOW CeMbM ncanomuwmka JibBa n AHHbI
cnoboabl OrynbLoB, XapbKoBCcKoW rybepHmnmn, BankosBckoro
yesaa, poauncsa 1866 roga, 10 MapTa.

Eldest son of reader, Lev and Anna Chahovtsov, a family of
five children, he was born on March 10 1866 in the historic
Cossack region, known as Sloboda, in the village of Ohultsev,
Valkovskii U'ezd.

3. As a young boy he worked as a shepherd tending “the flocks
of mute sheep owned by my father and did not dare to dream
of becoming the pastor of a rational flock.” Arseny’s natural
intellectual abilities were noticed early, and his family had
decided, “in view of my alertness and love for school,” to send
him to “the city, in the commercial branch, in order that I
could stand on my own feet more quickly to help them with

' TlocnmysxHeIi ciimcok 3a 1929 rox. Service Record of Vladyka Arseny, 1929.

* Andrew; Andrij is pronounced as And-ree. Other versions of spelling the same name are:
Andriy, Andrii, and Andrey.

? The blue text has corresponding Russian original in this document.



their large family.” However, at an unknown age, his father
died leaving him one of “five little orphans,” and as he was
the eldest he was sent immediately to a school for clergy

children where “eleven years of happy school life flew by.”

4, Obyuyancsa B XapbKOBCKOM [1lyXOBHOW yunnuile n XapbKOBCKOWN
[yXOBHOW CEMMHapWUMN, rae OKOHYU NATb KNacCoB.
He studied at the Kharkov Theological School at the Kharkov
Theological Academy where he finished the fifth class.

5. Co BToporo knacca CeMmHapum 6bln peneTUuTopoM TpEX aAeTen
r’MMHa3ncToB ABOpsiHMHa MNaBna CuanMBaHCKOro, 3a 4To
nonay4yan xanosaHue 3 pybns B mecsau n nomaran 3TuMm
AeHbramy Matepu poCTUTb MIaaLWNX AETEN.

From the second class of Seminary onward, he was a tutor to
three children attending gymnasia belonging to the noble
family of Pavel Silanskii; for this he received three rubles a
month which he sent to his mother to assist in raising his
smaller siblings at home (somewhat like the life of St. John of
Kronstadt, translator note).

6. XXeHuncs Ha npasocnaBHon gesuue lNapackese (lMawa) B
1865 roay.
He married an Orthodox young woman whose first name was
Paraskeva (Pasha) in 1885.°

7. B 1886 roay B ceMbe cBslleHHUKa AHApes YarosuoBsa
poanncsa CbiH IMOHMUCKUI, KOTOPbIN BNOCNeACTBMU Bbln ToxXe
XXEeHaTbIM CBSLWEHHNKOM (>keHa AHTOHMHa MBaHOBHA U CblH

* Fr. John Hainsworth “Archbishop Arseny: A Vita in Process.”

> U3 Bocriomunanuit Ermckona Apcenns (Yarosiosa), rasera «Pycckoe [TpaBociasue»,1936
rog. From the Memoirs of Vladyka Arseny (Chahovtsov) in newspaper Russkoe Pravoslavie,
1936.



Hukonan), Ho 28 Hos6ps 1937 roay paccTpensiH, a 16 aHBaps
1989 ropa peabunmnTtuuposa-.

In 1886 to the family of Andrij Chahovtsov was born a son,
Dionysius, who was also a married priest (his wife was
Antonina Ivanovna and his son, Nikolai), who on November
28 1937 would become a hieromartyr. On January 16 1989
St. Dionysius was exonerated by Soviet authorities.®

8. Mo ceMmenHbIM obcTosATENBCTBAM 29 MapTa 1887 roaa,
BbicokonpeocsilweHHenwnMm Apxmenmckornom AMBpocmnem
pykonosioxeH so IMAKOHA n onpenenéH Kk HUMKonaesckomn
uepksu cnoboabl [epraymn, XapbKoBCKOW rybepHun.
According to the family’s circumstances on March 29 1887,
His Eminence Archbishop Amvrosy ordained Father Andrij to
the Diaconate and he was sent to serve at the St. Nicholas
Church in the village of Derhachi in the Cossack Sloboda in
the Kharkov Guberniya.

0. B 1890 roay 7-ro Mas temxe ApxnmennckornoMm AMBpOCUEM
PYKOMOOXEH BO CBSILLEHHMKA W onpeaenéH K Poxaectso-
BoropoanyHoun uepkeu cnoboabl [eprayum, XapbKOBCKOW
rybepHun.

On May 7 1890, the same Archbishop Amvrosy consecrated
him to the priesthood and he was sent to serve at the Church
of the Nativity of the Holy Theotokos in the same village
(Derhachi).’

6 ApxuB Ciyx6b1 6e30macHOCTH YKpauHbl Mo XapbkoBckoit o6mactu. Archives of the Service of
Defence of Ukraine, Kharkov Oblast.

7 Va3 u3 Apxuepeiickoro Cunona Pycckoii [TpaBociasroii I{epkr 3arpanuueii ot 27 mMas 1926
roga. Edict of Hierarchical Synod of the Russian Orthodox Church Beyond the Borders, May 27
1926.



10. C 18 anpensa 1891 roga coctoan 3aKOHOy4YUTENIEM B
LlepkOBHO-NpUXOACKON WKONbI B cnoboae Adepraun,
XapbKkoBckoWi rybepHun.®
From April 18 1891 onward, he taught Canon Law in the
Church school in Derhachi.

11. B koHue XIX Beka B CeEMbIO CBSILLEHHUKA AHApeN BOLWJO rope:
yMepna ero nobswas n Kpotkasa cynpyra xm3Hu Napackesa.
D710 6e3yTelHOe rope HacToNbKO NOAHSAN0 ero AyxXOBHOe
AenaHne, YTo OH oaen Ha cebs enesHblie BepUrn, NOCTpoun
Ay6oBbIn rpob n B HEM cnan. 2ToT rpob NoToM nNpuroanacs
ANsl ero matepu AHHbl, KOTOpasl ymMepsa B COBETCKOM
konxo3Hon (collective farm) 6egHoTe. Kak OH roBopua NoToM
cam: «f5 6bIn nnu 6nNmM3oK K npenectn AyxosHow (spiritual
foolish )unn k nonHomy nomewatanscTBy (full crazy)».

At the end of the 19th century, grief befell the family of the
priest, Andrij: his beloved wife of short duration, Paraskeva,
reposed. As he describes: "Ominous clouds gathered over my
happiness, a storm broke out, the thunder roared, and of my
happiness remained only broken pieces... From the hands of
God’s design I accepted the heavy lot of a widower priest in
the prime of life.” Neither the date of his wife’s death or its
cause is known with certainty, what happened to him
afterwards is still a mystery. This inconsolable grief acted
tremendously upon his spiritual strivings, such that he placed
upon himself iron chains to mortify his flesh and constructed
an oak casket in which he slept. This casket later was the one
used by his mother, Anna, who passed away on a Soviet
collective farm in poverty. As he said in his own words, "I was
very close at that time either to spiritual delusion of a sort or
perhaps nearly completely delirious with grief."

¥ 15 Jlexa6pst 1893 roma Harpaxaén Habeaperunkom. 10 Susapst 1897 roma Harpaxaén Ckydbeii.
On December 15 1893, he was awarded the Nabedrennik and on January 10 1897 the Skufia.
[Mocmyxwusriii crincok 3a 1911 roa. Service Record of Hieromonk Arseny, 1911.
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Sometime between his wife’s death and his tonsuring, Arseny
spent time searching for direction and consolation. The story
is fascinating both for what it tells us about what he did after
his wife’s death and for how it reveals the personality of
Arseny himself, and it is only to be found in his Elevation
Speech:

From happy and cheerful I became a rebellious man... And, O
God! what kind of storms did not wrack my frail ship... But in
this frightful desert of my life, the Lord did not abandon me. I
see oases. Here I am - in the coffin nailed before its time;
here I am - in iron chains; here I am - with a bag on my back
going from monastery to monastery bringing my pain and
looking for consolation. I see myself concelebrating at God'’s
Altar with that godly man of the Russian lands, Father John of
Kronstadt; I see myself in midst of the elders of Valaam
monastery, surrounded by tales of the lives of the hermits.

B Hos6bpe 1900 roga nuweT npoweHne Ha nMsa Apxmenmckona
AmBpocusa (KntouyapeBa) 0 NPUHATUN MHOYECKOro YMHa n 23
ymcna TOro Xe Mecsila Noay4yaeT pe3peLleHune.

In November 1900, he sought permission from His Eminence,
Archbishop Amvrosy (Kliucharev) to be accepted into the
monastic life; on November 23 of that year he received a
decision of acceptance.

PacnpoLwaBLnNCb C KPECTHbIM MMEHEM AHAPEN, NPUHAN
MOHaLLecTBO C MMeHeM ApCceHuin, B YecTb npenogobHoro
ApceHuns KoHeBckoro (12 untoHs) n onpeaenéH B 4UCO
6patnm Kypsixkckoro MNMpeobpa>keHCKOro MOHacTbIps,
XapbKOBCKOM rybepHuun.

Parting with the baptismal name of Andrij, he took the
monastic name of Arseny, in honour of the holy Arseny of
Konevitz (June 12) and was numbered among the brethren of
the Kuriazhskiy-Holy Transfiguration Monastery, Kharkov
guberniya.



15. 5 dekabps 1900 roga Ennckonn Cymcknin MHHOKEHTUR,
Bukapuin XapbkoBckon enapxmu npocuT MNpasswero Apxmepes
6narocnoBeHnsa Ha3zHauYUTb MepoMoHaxa ApCeHuns, «Kak
yenoBeKka YeCTHOro n TpyAontobnBoro, Kak MHoka no
HaK/IOHHOCTSIM U NPU3BaHUIO Ka3HAa4YeeM BBEPEHHOro MHe
Kyps>XCKOro MOHacCTbIps € NpaBoM NpeaCTOSAHUS Npu
coBepLieHnn cobopHbIX 6OrocnyXeHnm nepomMoHaxamm
MOHacCTbIps». Ha 3To npoweHne noctynuno ébnarocnoBeHune ot
Apxunennckona AMBpPOCUA B TOT Xe AE€Hb.

On December 5 1900, His Grace Bishop Innokenti (Sumskii),
the Vicar of the Kharkov Eparchy, petitions the Archbishop for
a blessing to take the Hieromonk Arseny, "as a man pure and
hardworking, as a monk by inclination and as well by calling,
to serve at the Kuriazhskiy Monastery and there to be in
charge of all services." This request received the blessing of
His Eminence, Archbishop Amvrosy that very day!®

16. 3a peBHOCTHble TpyAbl MO MOHACTbIPCKOMN LWKOME
Harpaxaaetcas BUBMEN oT CesiLieHHoro CuHoaa,
n3nasaemon B 1901 roay.

For his zealous work in the Monastery School, he was
awarded a Bible from the Holy Synod in 1901.%°

17. At this time His Grace, Bishop Tikhon was recruiting priests
and lay workers for service in the Orthodox New World, and
Father Arseny being a natural preacher and fluent in many
lesser Russian Dialects was ideal for the call. In Arseny’s
words, "I accepted from the hand of God the fate of a
preacher. The right hand of God transported me to the side of
the New World - America.” What is interesting is that he saw
himself as accepting the “fate of a preacher”, a description

? TocymapcTBeHHbIi ApxuB XapbKOBCKOit o6macti Ykpauusl. Jokman XapbkoBckoil JlyXOBHOI
Koncucropuu 3a 9 nexadpst 1900 roma. State Archives of the Kharkov Oblast, Ukraine, Report of
the Kharkov Spiritual Consistory, December 9 1900.

" ocmyxnprit circok 3a 1911 rox. Service Record of Hieromonk Arseny, 1911.



which gives us an insight into how Arseny saw his role as a
missionary in America, which was as a preacher, a sower of
the Gospel.

18. CornacHo npoweHunto BoicokonpeocBsweHHenwero TuxoHa
6biBwero Apxuenuckona Cesepo-AMeEpPUKAHCKOro, a
BrnocneacTemu natpuapxa MockoBckoro n sces Pycu, B 1902
roay, B Hos6pe mecsaue, CeaweHHbIM CMHOAOM Ha3Ha4YeH B
AMepuKaHCKYyo npasocnaBHyto Muccuio. 8 nekabps
COCTOS/10Cb NpOLLaHNe Ka3Havyes MoHacTbips ¢ 6paTueto. o
3TOMY cny4yato bbiia coBeplueHa TopXXeCTBeHHas
BoxecTtBeHHasa Jintyprma u bnarogapcrBeHHbIn MonebeH
ocnoay bory. B cBoé cnose nepoMoHax ApCEHUIN B YACHOCTU
ckaszan: «PoBHO ABa roga ToMy Hasaj, B Cel caMbl AeHb S
Boneto NpoBuaeHnsa eeenéH 6bin B orpagy cen CBSATOM
obutenn n 6patnn es, NpuUHSB Ha cebs 3BaHME HaMeCTHMKa
MpeocssiweHHeéwero HacToaTenda. Cenyac s may B CTpaHy
Hosoro CeeTa, c KpeCToM 1 EBaHrennem B pykax HayHy C/10BO
npu3blBa; rae ym ctaHet 6e3aencresoBaTtb, rae C10BO
M3HEMOXET TaM cepAaLe OTKpoto U toboBUO BOCMOMHIO. HO
3Hato, He Nérok n cen NyTb, UBETaMU ckopben n nuweHun
yKpacuTcs OH. [OTOB KO BCEMY 3TOMY s pa3fny4yatocsd C BaMu, 1
06 ogHOM npowy Bac, bpaTtmsa: He 3abyabTe MeHs B CBOMUX
MONMUTBaX, NOKpPOMNTE MO HEMOLLKN CBOED BpaTckoto NboBbIO
n CBOMMKN MonuTBamMun obnerymte ckopbm Moero anoCTosIbCKOro
cnyxenus».

In keeping with the request of His Eminence Archbishop
Tikhon of North America (later, His Holiness, Patriarch of
Moscow and All Russia) in November 1902, the Holy Synod
commissioned Father Arseny to serve in the American
Orthodox Mission. On December 8 1902, was the day of
farewell to his brethren at the Monastery. It was, as is
related, a fully joyous day with Divine Liturgy and a Molieben

" Koppecrnonenmus. XapskoBckue rybeprHckne BegoMoctn 3a 11 Jlekabps 1902 rona.
Correspondence; Kharkov Gubernaya Vedomosti, December 11 1902.
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of Thanksgiving served. The fitting words of Father Arseny
expressed the heartfelt moment: “Exactly two years ago, to
the very day, I was led by God’s Providence into this holy
habitation and this brotherhood, and took the name of its
holy superior, under His Grace, the Rector. Now I go to the
New World, with a cross and a Gospel and begin the word of
my calling; where reason will prove useless, where a word will
become ineffective, there I will open my heart and fulfill all
with love. But I know that this road is not going to be easy—
it is ornamented strewn the flowers of sorrow and
renunciation. Ready to embrace this, I depart from you, and
this one thing do I ask of you: do not forget me in your
prayers, cover my weaknesses with your brotherly love and
with your prayers lighten the burden of my apostolic service.”

NepoMoHax ApceHnin npubbin B AHBape mMecsaue 1903 roga B
CLUA. Pesontoumen Apxuennckona TuxoHa Ha3HayeH
HacToaTenem npasocnasHoro npuxogda B W.Troy, N.Y.
Hieromonk Arseny reached America in January, 1903. By the
resolution of Archbishop Tikhon he was assigned to be rector
of the Orthodox parish at West Troy, New York.

Little is known of his first assignments when he arrived except
that by his own recollection he worked in parishes in Troy,
Mayfield, and Simpson in the Eastern United States.
Curiously, his work with the returning Ukrainian Catholics is
not mentioned in any of the memorial articles and accounts of
his life. Only he mentions this vital aspect of his early
ministry, and in very passionate terms: “The Stamp of my
apostolate are the believers in Troy, Mayfield, Simpson, and
the brethren scattered in many places - which I brought back
into the folds of the Orthodox Church.” The Ukrainian Catholic
return to Orthodoxy, as lead by St. Alexis Toth at the turn of
the century, was a very contemporary issue when Arseny
arrived, and Father Arseny would have certainly worked
closely with St. Alexis Toth. In fact, in 1902, St Toth himself
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received “the parish of St. John the Baptist in Mayfield,
Pennsylvania” and thus must have passed its care directly to
Arseny. It is clear therefore that Arseny’s role in the return of
this Church was significant, although history has so far
remained silent about the extent of this role. However,
working side by side with St. Alexis Toth, Father Arseny
nevertheless had another dream for the Church in North
America, and it was one which he was to realize just three
years after his arrival on the continent and one which was to
win him a lasting name in the New World.

B 1904 roay nepesenéH HactosaTeneM B Mayfield, PA. OH 6bin
BTOPbIM NPaBOCAaBHbIM HAacCTOATENEM 3TOrF0 NpUXoAa, KOTOpPbIn
BO3BpaTUMICA M3 yHMATCTBa. OH CN/IOTWMT HAaCTONbKO 3TOT
npuxoA, 4To StoAM CTanu noMaraTtb M Apyrum NpaBoCnaBHbIM.
Buasa ux ropeHmne B Bepe u xenaHue ykpenutb lNpaBocniasue B
B HoBoM CBeTe, nepoMoHax ApCeHUN BHOCUT B NMPUXOACKYHO
MbIC/Tlb MOCTPOMKY NMepBoro Ha AMEepMKaHCKOM KOHTUHEHTe
MOHacTbIpsi. Ero npeanoxeHue yBeH4anoCcb yCrexoM 1 oH
cpeav NpuxoxaH Hawén ngen, KoTopble XXepTBYT 3eMJI0
noA MOHaCTbIPb M CTOSAT YaCOBHIO Ha HeW. Bckope
BbIACHWIOCb, YTO 3TO MECTO He COBCEM MOAXOAUT MoL
6yayLUMN MOHACTbIpb U NPpUX0XaHe AenatoT rnepBble KpPYrHble
B3HOCbI Ha MOKYMNKY 3eM/in. 3TO NPO3KT bbl1 NpeasioxXeH u
Ynpasnstowemy Muccuen enmckony TuxoHy. Kak Bnagbika
NOTOM MNPU3HANCs, YTO U ero MblC/b Bcerga bbiia 0 NocTponke
MOHacTbIpsi, 6e3 KOoToporo HeMbicAMMo [paBocnasue,
pa3cagHuka (nursery), ueHTpe n obpasua AyXOBHOCTU
NMpaBocnasusa B AMepuke.

In 1904, he was assigned to be rector at Mayfield,
Pennsylvania. He was the second rector of that parish that
had been reunited to the Orthodox faith from the Uniates.
Under his leadership, the parish so flourished that the
congregation began to assist other Orthodox. Seeing the
burning desire for the faith and the desire to strengthen



Orthodoxy in the New World, Hieromonk Arseny put forth the
idea of building the first monastery on the North American
continent. His proposal was crowned with success and among
those in the parish he found ready volunteers to donate land
for the monastery and a bell-tower. However, soon it became
evident that this place was not fully suitable for a monastery,
and the parishioners made the first down-payment on the
land. The project was put before the Mission administration
of Archbishop Tikhon. Vladyka then realized that Hieromonk
Arseny’s inner direction was always toward the establishment
of a monastery, which he considered essential to a true
understanding of Orthodoxy, as a fostering ground, a centre
and an image of Orthodox spirituality in America.

23. CeaATO-TXOHOBCKast obutenb n npn Hen CupoTckun MputoT
oTKpbITbl € 15 Utonga 1905 roaa B6nmn3m South Canaan, PA, Ha
depMe KyneHHOM OT amepukaHua BarHepa 3a 2580 gonnapos
M 3anmMcaHHOM Ha UMs BbliCcoKonpeocBsiLeHHenwaro
Apxunennckona TnuxoHa. B coctaB kopnopaunm CMpOTCKOro
MputoTa BXOAAT NATb 1ML, @ UMEHHO: MEPOMOHAaX ApCeHun,
CBSALWEHHUK nbs KNONOTOBCKUM N TP aMepUKaAHCKMX
rpaxxgaHunHa: ®eogop BaxH, AkoB AgamMsak u KnumeHT
BypsHuu. OnpegneneHnem CesuweHHoro CMHo4a HacTodATe b
nepoMmoHax ApceHnin BO3BeAEH B CaH MIr'yMeHa M HarpaxaéH
nanuuei.*?

St. Tikhon Rectory and Orphanage was opened on July 15
1905, near South Canaan, Pennsylvania, on a farm purchased
from an American settler, Mr. Wagner, for $2,580. The deed
was written in the name of His Eminence, Archbishop Tikhon.
The incorporation of the Orphanage was carried out with the
signatures of five individuals: Hieromonk Arseny, Priest Ilya
Klopotovsky and three [Orthodox-Slavic] citizens of America:

12 Kpatkwuit otuér o cocrostann CB. Tuxonosckoit O6urenn u Cuporckoro Ipuiora ¢ 15 Uroms
1905 roma mo 15 SuBaps 1906 rona. Russian Orthodox American Messenger, February 1-14
1906, p. 41.

10
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Feodor Vakhn, Yakov Adamiak and Kliment Burianich.
Hieromonk Arseny was assigned as its head; he was elevated
to the rank of Igumen and was awarded a palitsia.

With the blessing of then Metropolitan Tikhon, in May 1906,
Arseny founded St. Tikhon’s Monastery and Orphan’s Home in
rural northeastern Pennsylvania. The story of his labours and
feats of fund-raising are well documented in the literature of
the day. Indeed, on the day of the monastery’s consecration,
Bishop Raphael claimed that it was impossible “to pass by in
silence those exemplary labors, struggles, works and
endeavors, which were applied in an untiring way, always
hoping in the blessing of God, of the respected Mayfield
Rector, Fr. Igumen Arseny, for the realization of this glorious
act - the founding of this Holy Monastery.” Father Arseny was
named Superior of the new monastery with the rank of
Igumen, an honour for which Father Alexander Hotovitsky, an
eyewitness, claimed was met with cries of "Meetly Worthy!” It
is indeed a remarkable moment in history to contemplate:
Metropolitan Tikhon, Bishop Raphael, and Father Alexis Toth
processing together to the new monastery built by Father
Arseny and concelebrating there. One eyewitness claimed,
“Even though I had seen in Russia festive multitudes headed
by Hierarchs, with thousands of vestments, the procession
here was more impressive. This moment cannot be repeated!
This feeling cannot be expressed! I could not expect anything
more from this procession!” Even Father Arseny’s voice,
claims the same witness, “was stopping, because of choking
with tears.” Arseny in fact was elated “that all this took place
here, in a foreign land, where yet we are so little known,”
exclaiming, “O Mother! O Holy Orthodox Church! Come and
see! Behold your children who have come to glorify the Lord
Whom you glorified!” Such it seems was Arseny’s vision, the
firm establishment of the Orthodox Church in North America,
and it is one which he states many times in his description of

11
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the founding of the monastery to be the source of his great
joy at the event.

OnpepeneHnem CesweHHoro CuHoaa ot 19 Maga - 17 UNoH4
1906 roga npenogaHo 6narocnoBeHme NpeocBsiLeHHOMY
AneyTCKOMY Ha yuypexieHue B aMmepuke, B LWITaTe
MeHCMNbBaHUSA, MYXCKOIo 06LWEeXNTENbHOro MOHACTbIPA.

The Holy Synod of Bishops gave its blessing for His Eminence
of the Aleutians to establish a cenobitic monastery in the
state of Pennsylvania, United States of America, May 19 -
June 17 1906.

OTuUM onpeaesieHneM CaHKLUMOHMPOBAHO AeNno, nonyymeLuee
cBoe Hayano 6onee roga ToMy Haszag. 30 masa oTMevenach
nepsas ro4oBLUMHA CYLWECTBOBaHMSA MOHacCTbIpa. UrymeH
ApceHui npoBesi eé Ha O4YeHb BbICOKOM ypoBHe. Ha HeM
y4yaBCTBOBaJSIO TpU ennckona: Apxuenunckon TnUxXoH, Enuckon
MHHOKeHTNN 1 Ennckon Padann, npmesxee AyXOBEHCTBO U
COTHU MUPSIH.

This act sanctified the work, which began more than a year
before. May 30 marked the first year of the existence of the
Monastery. Igumen Arseny celebrated it with due reverence.
Three Bishops took part in the celebrations, Archbishop
Tikhon, Bishop Innokenti, and Bishop Raphael, as well as
visiting clergy and hundreds of laypersons.

10 ®eBpanga 1907 roga urymeH ApCceHuni nNuLweT npoLleHne Ha
nMsa Apxuenmckona TUXoHa Ha nonyyeHme 61arocnoBeHums
noexaTtb B PoCcuto Ha TpEXMeECAYHbIN OTNYCK, € 25 Anpens.
OH He NMpOoCTO efeT Ha OTAbIX, a YKasan Ha Tpu NMPUYUHbI
CBOEro nyTewecTBuUs: «MCNOSIHUTb CbIHOBHUW A0 —
noBMAATCs C NpecTtapenon MaTtepbto; n3bpaTb cpean MHOKOB
POCCUNCKMX obutaTenen ABy-TPEX AOCTONHbLIX N NPUBE3TU UX
c cobon ansa xutenbcrtea B Hawen obutenn; B Poccumn
obpaTtutca K AobpbiM U 6naroyecTnBbIM XepTBOAATENAM>,
NrymeH npocuT MNpeocBsileHHenwero BblaaTtb Ha ero nM4

12



«[MpocuUTenbHYO KHUTY>» Ans cbopoB AeHer B Poccum. 3
Bnaabika 6narocnosngeT 3Ty 6n1aropoaHyto 3atelo. M BOT Mbl
y>xe Buamm rymen ApceHni Haxoamntcsa B CaHkT-leTepbypre
B CBAWeHHOM [1paBuTenbCcTBEHHOM CHMHOAE. 34eCb OH MPOCUT
MoXXepTBOBaHMSA Ha MOHACTbIpb M nony4vaeTt ux B cyme 500
pybnen ot 13 Uons, a Takxke «B Lensx OKasaHus
MaTepuasbHON noaaep>XXKm TUXOHOBCKOMY MOHACTbLIPIO B
CeBepHoON amMepuke, HeobXoaAMMOM AN yrpoyYeHUs ero
NAOAOTBOPHOWN AeATeNbHOCTU, pa3peLlleHo UryMeHy cero
MOHacCTbIpss ApCeHunto NpoBoAnTb COOp MOXXepTBOBaHMI B
Poccunun ¢ no3BosieHns n 61arocnoBeHUs enapxmanbHbiX
MpeocBsLLeHHbIX» 4,

February 10 1907, Igumen Arseny petitions Archbishop
Tikhon for his blessing to return to Russia for a three-month
period, until April 25. It is not for a rest, but for three
reasons: to fulfill the debt of a son - to visit my aging
mother; to select from the monastic ranks two or three
worthy monks and to bring them back with me for our
community;” and in Russia, to appeal to noble and generous
donors. Igumen Arseny asks His Eminence to give him in his
name a Contributions Book for the collection of money in
Russia. Vladyka blesses his request, and thus we see Igumen
Arseny in St. Petersberg in the Holy Synod. There he requests
a donation for the monastery and receives the sum of 500
rubles on July 13, and also “permission is granted for Igumen
Arseny to carry out the fruitful activity by raising funds

" ITpomenne Urymena Apcenus ot 10 ®eppans 1907 roga k BicoKompeocBsIeHHeiieMy
Tuxony Apxuenuckorry Aneyrckomy u CeBepo-AMepukanckoMy. Petition of Igumen Arseny to
His Eminence Archbishop Tikhon of the Aleutians and North America, February 10 1907.

' Va3 Ero Nmneparopckoro Bennuectsa, Camonepxiia Beepocuiickoro, n3 Cesteiinero
[IpaButenscrBeHHoro Cunona, npeocBuieHHememy [lnatony, Apxuenuckony AeyTCcKOMY U
CeBepo-AmepukancKkoMyoT 25 okTsaops 1907 roxaa, 3a Ne 25811. Ukaz of His Highness, Emperor
of All-Russia from the Holy Governing Synod to His Eminence, Platon, Archbishop of the
Aleutians and North America, October 25 1907, No. 25811.
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26.

27.

through donation throughout Russia, by the blessing of the
Eparchial hierarchs.”

3a BpeMsa npebbiBaHns nrymeHa ApceHus B Poccumn B AMepuke
CMeHuncsa Ynpasnswowmm Mmccmen: Bnagbika TUXOH yexan B
Poccuio Ha PocToBCKyto Kadeapy, a ero Mecto npmbbin
Apxuenuckon MNnaTtoH (PoxaectBeHcknin). OTel, ApceHui
NpUBE3 He TOJIbKO 3HAUYUTENIbHYI CYMMY AEeHer Ha MOHacCTbIpb
HO N «50 vacTtmy CBATbIX Mowen NoslyyeHbiX UM mn3
MockoBckon CnHoganbHon KoHTOpbl ans Cesepo-
AMepukaHcKoi Enapxumn»1>

During the time that Igumen Arseny was in Russia, a change
occurred in Mission administration: Vladyka Tikhon departed
for Russia to the Rostov Cathedral, and in his place
Archbishop Platon served America. Father Arseny returned
not only with a significant sum of money for the monastery
but also with “fifty holy relics [NB] received from the Moscow
Synodal Office for the North American Eparchy.” [This is
especially wonderful that he brought so many holy items of
grace to America for the Church, - Committee].

Buasa 6onbluyto 3aHATOCTb MiryMeHa ApCeHUs U ero akTUBHYHO
AesTeNIbHOCTb N0 YCTPOMUCTBY MOHacCTbIps u lNpuioTa,
Apxuenuckon NnaTtoH Ha3zHa4vaeT Ha MandunbCKNn Npnxoa
BTOPOro CBSILLEHHUKA-MOMOLLHNKA A9 0. ApCeHUS, ero xe
nepeBoANT NOTHOCTbLIO XXWUTb B MOHACTbIpe Ha NOCTOSAHHOWN
OCHOBe. Ha BOCKpecCHble U npa3aHnyHble cnyxbol rymeH eaet
B Mancdwuna. Hapoa B Mandunbae oyeHb t0bun 0. ApceHus v
NOTOMY HMKaK He XOTes1 C HUM pacTaBaTbcd. Ha Takoe
6narocnoeseHne Apxuenuckon MaaToH nowen nocne peleHns
npuxoackoro Madunbackoro cobpaHus.®

' Panopr Urymena Apcennst ot 23 JlekaGpst 1907 rona na ums Apxuenuckomna [Tnatona. Report
of Igumen Arseny to Archbishop Platon, December 23 1907.

' TIpotoxon IMpuxoackoro Murunra ot 13(26) SIusaps 1907 roxa. Parish Meeting Protocol,
January 13 (26) 1907.
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29.

Seeing the tremendous busyness of Igumen Arseny and his
active participation in the various facets of construction of the
monastery and the orphanage, Archbishop Platon assigns to
the Mayfield parish a second priest, an assistant to Father
Arseny, and allows Igumen Arseny to reside full-time at the
monastery. For Sundays and feast-days, Igumen Arseny
travels to Mayfield. The congregation at Mayfield deeply loved
Father Arseny and did not want to part with him. Based on
the resolution of the Mayfield congregation he was blessed by
Archbishop Platon to continue to serve them.

B 1908 roay Ero BeicokonpeocsilleHHENLWNM ApXMENUCKOMNOM
AMepuKaHCKUM [1aTOHOM Ha3HayeH 61aro4YMHHbLIM U
agMUHUCTpaTopoM Muccuu B KaHage.

In 1908, His Eminence, Archbishop Platon assignhs Igumen
Arseny as the Administrator of the Mission Diocese of Canada.

B AnBape mecsaue 1908 roga CeBepo-AMepUKaHCKUM
[yxoBHbIM MNpaBneHnem 6bina NnpoBepeHa AesTeNbHOCTb
NrymeHa ApceHunsa no cbopy noxeprteBoBaHui B Poccun u
npuobpeTeHns LepKOBHbIX Bellen Ha nosb3ly CBATO-
TNUXOHOBCKOIO MOHAcCTbIpsa. YneH lNpaBneHna ceaweHHuK lMNetp
NMonoB coobLuaeT, «4TO 3anNnUcu BEAUCb NPaBUIbHO, UTOMU
noasefeHbl BEPHO, MOAYMCTOK M NMOMapoK He NMeeTCH,
onpasAaTesibHble AOKYMEHTbl Ha pacxoabl nmetotca»'’

In January 1908, the Holy North American Diocesan Council
affirmed the activities of Igumen Arseny in regard to the
collection of funds in Russian and the collection of
ecclesiastical materials for St. Tikhon’s Monastery. A member
of the Council, Priest Peter Popoff communicated “that all
entries were correct, sums were correct, there was no need

' Panopr Unena Cesepo-Amepuxanckoro Jlyxossoro Ipasienns Camennuka Ilerpa [Tomosa
ot 14 SluBaps 1908 roga. Report of a Member of the North American Spiritual Governing
Council, Priest Peter Popoff, January 14 1908.
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30

for erasures or corrections and he is in possession of all
documents dealing with any expenditures.”

NioHa 1908 roga nocne caaym No OonNMCKM MOHACTbIPCKOro,
[MpunOTCKOro M NPUXOACKOro nMyLiectea ApXMEnMCKonom
NMnatoHoM UrymeH ApceHuni Ha3sHayeH 61aroUYnMHHbLIM K
aAMUHUCTpaTopoM Muccum B KaHage c ueHTpom B CBATO-
Tpouukom xpame ropoga BuHHMNera. «[poMbICIOM BoXUUM
6bln1 NpMcnaH K HaM HeYyTOMUMbIM NOKPOBUTENb NpaBOCAaBUS
B 3TOM Kpae. OH 6bi1 3anonaganmebin opraHnu3aTop u
npeKkpacHbI NpoNoBeAHUK W 3TO NPOU3BEN0 Nporpec B
npuxone n Bo Bcen KaHaae. Ero HecpaBHeHHble nponoBeau
Marmyecku BJNSANN Ha CrywaTenem u 0O4eHb CKOPO LepKOBb
6blna 3anosHeHa rnyboKko BepyLwmnMn U ycepaHbiMu
npuxoxaHammn, 0CO6eHHO UMMUrpaHTaMu U3 ByKoBMHBbI.» 8

In June 1908, after providing an inventory of all Monastery,
Orphanage and parish property to Archbishop Platon, Igumen
Arseny is assigned as Administrator of the Canadian Diocesan
Mission with Holy Trinity Church, Winnipeg, as its centre. "By
God’s Providence, to us was sent a tireless protector for this
country. He was an excellent organizer and a wonderful
preacher and all of this led to the progress of parishes in all of
Canada. His incomparable, majestic sermons acted upon their
listeners and very soon churches were full of faithful, sincere
parishioners, particularly immigrants from Bukovina.”

After arrival, Arseny applied his enormous energies to the
building up of the Church there. From almost the moment he
arrived in Canada, the Canadians loved him. He was fluent in
Ukrainian and also in many of the Russian Dialects and so
was able to preach in the native dialect of many parishes
across the country. “It was in Canada,” says The Tikhonaire,

'8 BexoBoe crosuue B Mctune. 100-netus Csiro-Tpourkoro Co6opa r. Bunnurera, c14. 4
Century Grounded in Truth: The Hundredth Anniversary of Holy Trinity Sobor, City of Winnipeg,

page 14.
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“that his rare missionary talents increased and bore fruit.”
Again his efforts were concentrated on receiving the Ukrainian
Catholics back into the Church, as well as welcoming the
many Bukovinians and Galicians immigrating en masse at
that time. Arseny’s efforts in Canada were tireless, as he
himself describes: “Through the depths of virgin forests,
through the limitless prairies of wide Canada, I started
searching for those who had gone astray, strengthening the
faith of the weak, and instructing the growing generation with
the light of the true teaching.” His greatest tool was his
preaching. It was in Canada that he gained the affectionate
title, “The Canadian Chrysostom” for his extraordinary
preaching talents. He became famous for his sermons, which
being published in an Orthodox journal of the day, The
Canadian Field, eventually were read in Russia by Czar
Nicolas II. The Russian Emperor was so taken with his
sermons that “in order to thank him for this ‘food for the soul’
(as he referred to the articles written by Archimandrite
Arseny) - bestowed on him a gold pectoral cross sent directly
to him by His Majesty’s offices.”

Korga UrymeH ApceHuin npmnbbin B BUHHMNEge, TO OH yBuzaen,
4YTO 3apoXkaarwmnmnca AOMUHUCTPATUBHBIN LIEHTP He TONbKO
He MMeeT 34aHuS, HO JaXke CBALLEHHUK Npmuxoaa XWBET B
YacTHbIX A0OMax, No npeumywecTtsy c MBaHOM Jlo3eHKo. 10
xopaTtancTey AAMUHUCTpaTopa npuxoxaHe npuobpenu
3eMefibHbIM Y4acCTOK, MFPaHUYMBLUMN C LLepKOBHbIM, 1 B 1910
Ha HeM 6bl/1 BbICTPOEH ABYX3TaXHbIN AOM CAy>XKaLlmii
XUNULLEM ANS CBSALLEHHUKA N KBapTUpaMU-Kenusamm ans
MOHAX0B U CTYAEeHTOB. B 3aMbicnax o. ApceHus,
AaMmnHucTpaTtopa KaHagckon Muccum, 6bl1 MOHACTbIPCKNIA
NnpoeKkT, oTKpbITMe borocnosckon CemnHapuu, T.e. bypchbl, Kak
3T0 6b1JI0 NOTOM B DAMOHTOHE, O4HAKO 3TW MPOEKTbl He
3aBepLleHbl, XOTS 6blN10 HECKOSIbKO BbIMYCKOB M 3TU
CBALLEHHUKMN CNYXWUIN B XpaMax Ha npoctopax KaHaabl;
NMPUXOoACKasa Xe LWKoNa CyLlWwecTByeT U A0 Cero AHs.
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When Igumen Arseny was in Winnipeg, he observed that the
rising Administrative Centre not only did not have a building,
but that the priest of the parish lived in a portion of a house,
the property of Ivan Lozenko. With the urging of the
Administrator, parishioners purchased a lot beside the church
and in 1910, built a two-storey residence on it for the priest,
with individual cells/rooms for monks and students. It was
evident that the Administrator of the Canadian Mission had in
mind a monastic project, the opening of a Theological
Seminary, e.g. a bursa, as there was, in time, in Edmonton.
This project was not fully realized, although there were
various attempts and these priests served in temples across
the expanse of Canada; a parish school, however, exists until
this day.

32. CBATO-BapBapuHCKasa LepkoBb DAMOHTOHA HyXAdanacb BO
cBsaweHHmKe. OTey, ApceHuns, NoHMMas NepCcneKkTuBbI
AnbbepTbl, Nnepee3aXXaeT CNYXUTb HACTOATENIEM B HOBOW
LepKBM DAMOHTOHA BCKOPE Mocsie NPUHATUSA AOSHKHOCTMU
AoMUHUCTpaTopa.

St. Barbara’s Church, Edmonton, needed a priest. Father
Arseny, understanding the spiritual perspective (potential) of
Alberta, comes to serve as the rector of the new church in
Edmonton, soon after taking on the role of Administrator.

33. CornacHo npeactasneHuto BolicokonpeocBsiLLeHHeNnLWwero
MnaTtoHa, Apxuenunckona CeBepo-AMEpPUKAHCKOro, YKasom
Ceatenwero CuHoaa 3a N 6792 3a MMcCcMoHepCcKue Tpyabl
NrymeH ApceHuin yaAOCTOEeH 3BaHUsa ApxnuMaHapuTa,
MpeocBsweHHbIM Padannom, EnMckonom BpyKInNHCKUM,
BO3BeAéH B caH ApxuMmaHgputa 1909 roga 12 Uonsa.®
In keeping with the proposal of His Eminence, Platon,
Archbishop of North America, by Synodal Act No. 6792,

" TocnysxHblit cimcok Apxumanaputa Apcenns 3a 1911 rox. Service Record of Archimandrite
Arseny, 1911.
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34.

Igumen Arseny is considered worthy of the title,
“Archimandrite.” His Grace, Raphael, Bishop of Brooklyn
elevates Igumen Arseny to the rank of Archimandrite on July
12 19009.

“Father Arseny served in Edmonton during the late spring of
1908 and in the newly built chuch in the fall of 1908 and up
until 1910. While in Edmonton, Archimandrite Arseny also
founded a new periodical called Kanadiiskaia Niva. He also
served in the outlying areas of Wostok, Star, Bukovina,
Shandro and Rabbit Hill. In July 1909, Andri Herbut who was
Starosta (Board Chairman) of St. Barbara’s Church wrote an
article in the Kanadiivskaia Niva periodical: “*On June 5, 1909
the head of the Russian Mission Igumen Arseny visited us.
When people heard of his pending visit, many of them came
to church, the majority of them lead by their piety, some of
them ... by curiosity. But when they heard the famous
preacher the hearts of lost sinners were softened and many of
them shed tears. Igumen Arseny started his mission on
Saturday with Vespers and finished on Wednesday. On
Sunday the church was full of people and weekdays, in spite
of being working days, there would be about 100 persons in
church every day. A great joy filled us when Igumen Arseny
accepted our request to move the Mission to Edmonton [the
center for Alberta was in Wostok — Committee].

It was expected that this would be very good for development
of our parish. Igumen Arseny and his successors had the
arduous task of finding suitable candidates [for the
priesthood] to serve the new churches as they sprang up. A
satisfactory solution was not easily achieved. He was able to
bring to Western Canada other priests, such as Father
[Joseph] Varhol in 1909 and later Father Zaychenko.

In 1910, Archimandrite Arseny [he was elevated to this title
in 1909] petitioned Bishop Platon to release him from the
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35.

Mission due to the weakness of his health. For this reason, he
was unable to accept his obligation as the chairman for
organizing the Russian Center and Bursa in Edmonton.”?°

B cBOéM npoweHnn ApxuMaHapuUT ApCEHUN NULLET:

B AHBape mMecsue cero roga UCNoJIHUIOCL CEMb JIET MOero
cnyxeHusa B AMepukaHckon NpasocnasHon Muccuun. Tpyamncs
s, MO MUNOCTN Boxnen, Kak Mor, cTapasiCb HeJIeHOCTHO
NMPOXOAUTb BbICOKOE C/Ty)KeHME MUCCUOHEepa, @ HEOAHOKPATHO
peBHYS M He no pa3yMy. B nocnegHune gBa roga Moero
CNy>XeHUs MHorme ckopbbu n Henérkue TpyAabl Cyxbbl B ANKON
KaHaze noaopBasi OKOH4YaTeNlbHO MOE 340p0OBbe, a
MaTepuasibHble HY>XAbl HEOAHOKPATHO A0BOAUIN A0 MOJHOMO
YHbIHUA. B HacTosLwee BpeMs 4 COBEPLUEHHO Kafeka
du3nyeykn — cTpawHasg rpmxa npu HenpecTaHHbIX noesakax
NPUYMHSET yXacHble 601n; AOKTOpa HacTanBaloT Ha onepaumu,
HO 9 600Cb NeYyb No4 HOX N YMepeTb B YyXXOW CTOpoHe. B
Munccum nonHas HULWETA U 3a40/MKeHHOCTb. Ho BeceBuael
Ffocnoab ToMy CBuaeTtenb, MMnocTmebin Bnagbiko, 4TO He
yepes po3KOLWN M KaKyt-HUbyab HEYMepeHHOCTb B XW3HU
CBOEW, @ UCKJTIUYNTENIbHO Yepes XenaHne nogaepxatb 4eno
Hawen Mmnccun B KaHage, 9 npuwén K Takom Hyxae. YyBCTBYS
cebst HecnocobHbIM pursnyeckn n ocnabneHHbIM MOpasibHO Ans
NpoAo/HKeHUsa cnyxbbl B MUccmu ... 9 npowy yBOJIMTb MEHS OT
OO/MKHOCTM 6naro4YnHHOro KaHaanmckmx uepkeemn n oT cryxobl
B Muccuu. BolexaTb Ha POAMHY 4 npeanosarato BECHOK, nocne
Ceetnoro lNMpasaHuka.Ecnu nocneayeT pacnopsXeHune Ha To
Bawero BbicokonpeocBsiLeHCcTBa, To 8 6yay no Mmepe cun
CBOMX HECTU cBoM 06513aHHOCTU A0 MONyYEHUS NPOroHOB , TaK
Kak BblexaTb MHE He Ha 4To.%!

In his petition, Archimandrite Arseny writes:

20 4 Century of Faith: St. Barbara’s Russian Orthodox Cathedral, Edmonton, Alberta, 1902-
1002, pp.21-23.

*! ITpomenne Apxumanapura Apcenns ot 20 STBaps 1910 roma, Ne25. Petition of Archimandrite

Arseny, January 20 1910 (No. 25).
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36.

In January of this year, I completed seven years of service in
the American Orthodox Mission. I worked, by the mercy of
God, as I could, attempting not to be lazy, to carry on the high
calling of a missionary, to make a steady effort, not operating
solely from rationality/intellect. In the last two years of my
service, heavy afflictions and laborious work in the Canadian
wilds had taken their toll on my health, and material lack have
repeatedly brought my spirit to full despondency. In the last
while I have been fully invalided with a terrible hernia, which
from the constant journeying creates horrible pain; doctors are
trying to force me toward a surgery, but I am afraid to lie
beneath a knife, lest I die in this foreign land. In the Mission
is full of abject misery and debt. But the All-Seeing God is my
witness, Merciful Vladyka, that I came to this place, not
because of luxury or because of immoderation in my life but
totally because of my desire to further the cause of our Mission
in Canada. Feeling myself unfit physically and weak in spirit to
continue this work in the Mission...I ask you to release me
from the responsibilities of the Canadian Diocese and the work
of the Mission. If a decree to this effect from Your Eminence is
forthcoming, I will, according to the measure of my strength,
carry on my duties until I receive the funds from the Holy
Synod to make the trip, as I have no personal monies for this,
whatever.

However, almost as suddenly as he came, Arseny left Canada
for Russia in 1910, only two years after taking up his new
post. The Canadians were beside themselves, as one
contemporary recalls: “In 1910, with the departure from
Canada of this Chrysostom-Missionary, many, many people
were dispersed, in grief and with regret, in various
directions.” No one could guess, however, that he would
return some sixteen years later, after serving as a preacher
and pastor in the very trenches of the Bolshevik Revolution,
and returning he would accomplish much more, though it
would be nearly at the cost of his life.
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37. Yka3oM CeaTtenwero MNMpasutenbctBeHHOro CnHoaa ot 5 MapTa
1910 ropa, 3a N? 452 onpeneneHo: «yBOJIEHHOMY OT CNy>X6bl
B ANneyTCcKOM enapxuun 1 Bo3Bpallatoemycsa B Poccuio (B
XapbKOBCKYtO rybepHuto), 6biBwieMy 6/1aro4MHHOMY
KaHaanmnckux uepkeen apxmMaHaputy ApCeHUIO Ha3HauuTb, B
nytesoe nocobue B cyme 1432.5 pybnen». 23 Anpens oH
nonydaet oT CeBepo-AMepuKkaHcKoro [lyxosHoro lpasneHus
YBonbHUTenNbHbIM 6enet N2855 n MocnyxHbi cnmcok N2 856.
By an Act of Holy Synod of March 5 1910 (No. 452):
“Released from his duties in the Aleutian Eparchy and allowed
to return to Russia (to the Kharkov Gubernaya), the former
Administrator of the Canadian Church, Archimandrite Arseny,
is given the sum of 1,432.50 rubles.” On April 23 1910, he
receives his Release Certificate (No. 855) and his Service
Record (No. 856).

38. ApxnMaHapuT ApceHnin Bo3BpaTuiica B POCCUIO N yxe Ha 6
Nona 1910 roga Ha3HayeH Ha MeCcTo HOBOIO C/TY)XEHUS B
CBATOropcKyr YCneHcKyr nycTbiHb, MI3tOMCKOro yesaa,
XapbKOBCKOM rybepHuun.

Archimandrite Arseny returns to Russia, and on July 5 1910 is
called to new service at the Sviatohorsk Uspenskiy Skete,
Izium U’ezd, Kharkov Guberniya.

39. «B Havane 1911 roga oH 6bI1 Ha3Ha4YeH NOMOLHUKOM
enapxuasnbHOro MMccuoHepa npotonepesa Tumodes
ByTkeBuuya. B CeBepHon AMepuKe apXMMaHApUT NPOSBUII
€HEPrnyHyo AesaTeNbHOCTb Cpean YHMATOB W rasinyaH um
obpa3oBas 13 HMX NpaBOCAaBHble NpUXoAbl. ApXUMaHAPUT
ApCeHUn cuYMTaEeTCss OAHUM U3 BUAHbIX U €HEePrnyHbIX
NponoBeAHMKOB M MOJSIb3YETCS LUMPOKOW NONYyASPHOCTbIO He
TO/IbKO Y HaceneHusa n AyxoBeHCTBa, HO U cpeau
cekTaHToOB.»%? A B 1913 roay yka3oM CesileHHoro CMHOAA OH

*? XapbkoBckue rybepackue Benomoctu, 18 Susaps 1913 rona. The Kharkov Gubernaya Record,
January 18 1913.
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CTaHOBUTCS enapxmasibHbiIM MMCCMOHEPOM BMECTO aKkageMumnka
J1.3. KyHueBnya.

At the beginning of 1911, he was assigned to be the assistant
of the Eparchial Missonary, Protopresbyter Timofei Butkevich.
In North America the Archimandrite had carried on energetic
activities among the Uniates and Galicians, drawing many of
them to return the faith and to form Orthodox parishes.
Archimandrite Arseny is considered one of the most visible
and energetic orators and is widely popular not only with the
general populace and with the clergy, but even among the
sectarians.” In 1913, an Act of the Holy Synod established
Archimandrite Arseny as the Eparchial Missionary in place of
Professor L.Z. Kuntsevich.

40. Bo BpeMsa nocne AMEpPUKAHCKOro CNy>XXeHUa U3BecTtHasa
aKTUBHasa AeAaTenbHOCTb ApXxuMaHapuTa ApceHuns no
NCKOPEHEHMIO B XapbKOBCKOWN rybepHUN pasfiMyHbIX CEKT
NPOTECTAHCKOro M NPaBOCNABHOIO NPONCXOXAEHUS
6anTMCTOB, €BaHreIMCToB, CKONUOB. Ero oTuér o
DeATeNbHOCTM CEKTAaHTOB B enapXmm MHOMMM
CBSILLEHHOCNYXUTENAM CNY>XWUa ANS pyKOBOACTBA B
AaNbHENLWEM CNYXEHUN U MPaBUIIbHOM HacTaBNEHUN
npuxoxaH.>>
In the time after service in America, the notable activities of
Archimandrite Arseny included the eradication of various sects
(Protestant and Orthodox offshoots): Baptists, Evangelical,
Skoptsi. In his account of the sectarian activities in the
Eparchy priests came to a greater understanding of the needs
of their parishioners.

41. B 1913 roay B Hosi6pe Mecsaue CBsAweHHbIM CMHOA0M
Ha3HayeH HaMeCTHUKOM nepBokacHoro [puropusa-busokosa
MOHACTbIpsi, XepcoHCKo-Oaeckon enapxmmn, a 25 aerycra -
HavanbHUKOM lMacTbipcko-MuccnoHepckon CeMmHapum nNpu

¥ XapbkoBckue rybepHCcKie BegoMocTi, Maii, 1913 roxa. Ibid, May, 1913.
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42.

MOHacTbIpe, rae ¢ 1915 roga npenogasaTenemM ceMMHapum
6b1n1 MepomoHax OHydpun (Farantok), BNocneacTBum
CBSALWEeHHOMY4YeHnK Apxuennckon OHydpuin. B aTomn
AOMHKHOCTU ApXxuMaHapuT ApceHuin npebbin o 1917 roapa.

In November 1913, the Holy Synod assigns Archimandrite
Arseny to be the head of the Gregory-Biziukov Monastery (a
first-class monastery), Kherson-Odessa Eparchy; and on
August 25 1913, the head of the Pastoral Missonary Seminary
at the monastery; there, until 1915 Hieromonk Onufrii
(Hahaliuk) served, later known to us as the holy Hieromartyr
Archbishop Onufriy. In this capacity, Archimandrite Arseny
remained until 1917.

Korga Havanaco lNepBas mmpoBas BoMHa ApXuMaHapuT
ApcCeHnn, Kak 1 MUIJIMOHbI BEPHbIX rpaxaaH OTeyecTBa
HenpecTaHHO nomMoranm sonHaMm ApMmmu NpeofosieTb Bpara.
Kaxxabl TpyaAnncs Ha CBOEM nocTty ans ¢ppoHTa. B oTBeTe Ha
BbIACHEHUA BOMpPOCa O TOM, YTO AeflaeTCa AYXOBEHCTBOM
enapxum n B 4YaCHOCTU MoHacTbipaMu ansa OTevecTBa B
nepexvuBaeMble AHWN TAXKENOro ot locnoaa UCNbITaHUA Ha UMS
Apxunennckona XepcoHckoro n Ogecckoro Hasapusa noctynun
panopT lNMpokonusa Ennckona Enncaeetrpaackoro 3a N226 ot
19 ¢deBpansa 1915 roga. B HEM roBopuTCS, UTO

B flazapet npu puropue-bnstoKOBOM MOHaCTbIpe
OoTKOMaHAaupoBaHo 20 cectep M3 XepCOHCKOW bnaroseLweHCKOM
XXeHCKon obutenn gnsa yxoaa 3a 601bHbIMU U paHEHbIMU
BOMHAMM M Ha BpeMS CyLleCTBOBaHUA TaM nasapeta. [An1sa Hero
M3roTOBJ/IEHO NOJIHOrO KOMMJekca 6enbss HOCUABLHOIO U
nocrtenbHoro (Ha 100 kpoBaTen NMo 4 nepemeHsbl), TenabiX
xanaTtoB 115 wTtyKk v npoyee. Korga oTnpasnsancs B
AENCTBYOLWYO apMuio otel HamecTHuk Mpuropumne-bustokosa
MOHacCTbIps ApXuMaHapUT ApCeHUIn, BCe CeCcTpbl
BnaroseweHCKOM obUTENN NPUHECN MOCUSBbHYIO NeNnTy U3
NNYHbIX cpeacTB 6enbemM U ApyrmMm HeobxoanMbIMK ANs
BOWMHOB npeagMeTamMmm, U3 Konx coctaBmnocb 120 MewKoB C
nogapkamu, po3aaHHbIMKU 0. ApXUMaHAPUTOM ApPCEHMEM JINYHO
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Ha nepeaoBbIX No3vunsax. KomaHgoBaHue Tenno 6narogapuwio
MOHALLECTBYOLWMX 3a NoAapKU.

When the First World War broke out, Archimandrite Arseny,
like millions of other faithful citizens of the Fatherland, stood
firm in support of the Armed Forces against the enemy. Each
worked at his own post for the Front. In response to a
request for an explanation concerning just what the Eparchial
clergy and monastic community were doing for their country
in these dark days of tribulation, a report of Bishop Prokopiy
of Elizavetopol (February 19 1915, No. 26) indicated:

“the Infirmary of the Gregory-Biziukov Monastery - twenty
sisters from the women’s monastery are caring for the sick
and the wounded. The infirmary has acquired both hospital
clothing and linens (for 100 beds, 4 changes), 115 warm
dressing-gowns, etc. When the head of the Gregory-Biziukov
Monastery, Archimandrite Arseny was sent to serve the Army
in chaplaincy, the sisters of the Holy Annunciation community
brought linens and other items necessary for the soldiers
bought with their personal means, which included 120 bags
filled with presents, which were distributed by Father Arseny
personally at the front. The Commanders warmly thanked the
monastics for their gifts."

Mucemo OTuy PekTopy AyxoBHon CeMnHapun, oT KOMaHamMpa
57 nexoTtHoro MoanuHckaro eHepan-AabioTaHTa KopHuioBa
nonka.

Letter to the Rector of the Theological Seminary from the
Commander of the 57™ Modlinskiy Infantry regiment,
General- Adjutant Kornilov.

Mpowy NpUHATL NCKPEHHIOK 6naroA4apHoOCTb 3@ NPUCIAHHbIE
BaMu yepe3 HamecTtHuKa puropneBo-busokoBa MOHACTbIPS
ApxuMaHapuTa ApCeHns poXAeCTBEHCKUE NoACPKU ANs
HVXXHUX YMHOBB. lNMoaapku 6binn AocTaBneHbl Ha no3biumio 31
[Jekabpsa MMHyBLIEro roga n B TOT Xe AeHb bblsIn po3aaHbl Mo
Ha3HBYeHMI0. Pagoctsam He 6b110 KoHUa.
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44,

45,

BpemeHHO KoMaHAyHOWMI MOSKOM,
MonkoBHMK KaXkaannHLUEB.
7 saHBaps 1915 roga, N°108».%4

Please accept our most sincere thanks for your Nativity gifts
for the lower ranks sent through the Head of the Gregory-
Biziukov Monastery, Archimandrite Arseny. The gifts were
received by the positions on the 31 December of the last year
and were distributed. The joy generated by your gifts was
unending.

Temporary Commanding Colonel

Colonel Kazhdalentsev

January 7 1915, No. 108.

B 1917 roay B dpeBpane Mecsue no Bbicovyanemy rnoBeneHuto
Ha3Ha4yeH NponoBeAHWUKOM B apMuUK, rAe UCMOHAA CBOU
ob6s3aHHOCTM Ao 1920 roaa.

In February 1917, by Tsar’s Edict, he was made an Army
Chaplain, and would fulfill his duties until 1920.

It is noted that “while he was there, the revolution broke out
and seeing the terrible sufferings and terrors being inflicted
on the Church of Christ and His Faithful, Archimandrite Arseny
joined the White Armies.”

B 1918 rogy ApxnMaHapuT ApCeHUIN 3aHMMan MoJsIoXeHne
MpoTonpeceBmuTepa apMmnm Bcest YKpanHbl U 6bi1 npeacTaBneH K
pyKonosoxeHuto Bo enuckona. OH 6bin MNpencenatenem
KoMuccum no c6opy cpeacTs Ha Hyxabl Benoit Apmun.*>

By 1918, Archimandrite Arseny held the position of the
Protopresbyter-Chaplain of the Army of All Ukraine and was

** Xapskosckue Enapxuansusie Benomoctu, ®espains, 1915 rona. The Kharkov Eparchial
Record, February, 1915.

> Apxus Ciyx661 besomacHoctn Ykpauus! 1o XapbkoBckoii obmacta. Jeno Ne 035607 o
oboBuHeHuio [looueBa Ceprest Anekcanapouya u Ipyrux, T.1. Archives of the Ukraine Defence
Service, Kharkov Gubernaya, Activity No. 035607 , charges of Tsobiev, Sergei Alexandrovich
and others, volume 1.
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47.

48.

49,

put forth as a candidate for consecration to the Episcopate.
He was Chairman of the Commission for the Acquisition of
Material Means for the White Army.

An account of his service in the White Army is given by
Arseny himself in his usual descriptive style: “as a missionary
preacher, under the whistling of the bombs, the explosion of
shrapnel, I comforted the soldiers, and wished to give my life
for my brothers.” There is a story given by The Tikhonaire
which claims Arseny was captured at one point by the
Bolsheviks “and sentenced to be shot, along with several
others, on the following morning.” According to the story,
Arseny spent the night praying and preparing for sure death,
but in the morning, “shortly before he was to be shot, a
detachment of German soldiers appeared and rescued the
condemned men.” After this miraculous escape, Arseny fled to
Serbia, and in 1920 entered a monastery there and settled
down, thinking “that the book of my life was written up and
ready to be closed.”

B 1920 roay asakyuposancsa B Cepbuto, rae coctosn o 1923
roga NpuUXoACKUM CBSILLEHHUMKOM Ha cepbCKkoM npuxoae
MundaHoBUbl 1 HaMecTHUKOM cpe3a [lopeykoro.

In 1920, he evacuated to Serbia, where until 1923 he was
parish priest of a Serbian Church in Milianovtsi and head of
[Sreza Porechok].

C 1923 no 1924 rop - HaMecTHUK MOHacTbIpa Tpeckosel,.
From 1923 to 1924, he was the head of the monastery,
Treskovets.

C 1924 no man 1926 roga - 3aHMMan LOSHKHOCTb
HactodaTtensa MoHacTbipa CBATOro ApxaHresna B MapKkoBOM
pane n B ToXXe BpeMsa 3akoHoyuyutenem B Cepbckon
rumHasum ropoaa lMNMpunene (Prilep), KOxHasa Cepbus. MNocne
3TOro 0. ApceHunmn ysonuncsa ns Cepbckon enapxmm ansg
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50.

51.

oTnpaBneHuss B AMEPUKY 1 NOAYYUN NMUCbMEHHbIN
KaHOHWYeCcKMi oTnyck.2®

From 1924 to May 1926, he was occupied in the capacity of
head of the Monastery of the Holy Archangel in Markovii Hrad
and at the same time teacher of canon law at the Serbian
gymnasia in the city of Prilep, South Serbia. After this Father
Arseny was released from the Serbian Eparchy to return to
the America, receiving an official letter of release.

B 1926 roay co6opoM npaBocC/aBHbIX ennckonos B AMepuke
n3bpaH Bo ennckona BuHHunerckoro(KaHapa), Bukapuem ero
BbicokonpeocsweHcTBa BblcCOKONpeocBALWEeHHEELero
MuTtpononuTa Bced AMepukun n KaHagsbl.

In 1926, at a Sobor of Orthodox Bishops of America he was
chosen for the Episcopate (Winnipeg, Canada), by the Vicar-
Metropolitan of All America and Canada.

In early 1926, Archimandrite Arseny visited his brother in
Yugoslavia, employed as a narian in the village of Beodra
in Banat. He told us that he had previously served in
America, and his former parish, learning that he had
safely arrived in Yugoslavia, was asking him to return to
them, and that Metropolitan Platon was petitioning the
Synod for his elevation to bishop and assignment to
Canada.?’

The Canadians, however, would add more pages. Having
received news that Father Arseny was still alive, they
petitioned Metropolitan Platon with some insistence that he be
returned to them as Bishop. Platon complied, and in 1926

20 Va3 u3 Apxueperickoro Cunona Pycckoii [IpaBocnasHoit Llepksu 3arpanuneit Ero
BricokonpeocsaieHcTBy IlpeocBamennuiiiemy [lnatony, Murpononuty Cesepo-
Awmepukanckomy oT 27 mast 1926 roga. Act of Holy Hierarchical Synod of the Russian Church
Overseas to His Eminence Platon, Metropolitan of North America, May 27 1926.

" Yacrras npenucka Apxuernuckona Apcenns oT 1927 roxa. Excerpt of the writing of
Archbishop Arseny, 1927.
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52.

54.

letters were sent to Belgrade to arrange his consecration. On
June 6 1926, Father Arseny was consecrated as Bishop of
Winnipeg, Auxiliary of the North American Archdiocese.
Bishop Arseny’s response to this was typical of him: “I am
coming. My heart is ready. O my God! Ready!”

CeswweHHbIn CuHoa onpeaenun: «bbiTb ApxuMmaHapuTy
ApceHuto ennckonom BuHHMNercknm, Bukapuem Cesepo -
AMepukaHckon enapxmmn. C TeMm, 4To6bl HapeyeHnen
XUPOTOHMNA ApXnMaHapuTa ApCeHns, B BUAY OTCTPOYKMU
co3biBa Apxuepenckoro Cobopa n B He06xoa4NMOCTU B
cKopenweM oTnpasneHnmn ero, o. ApceHunsi, B AMepuky, 6biam
coBeplleHbl Tenepb-Xe B benrpaae, ¢ npeasapuUTesibHOro
cornacmsa n 61arocnoBeHUs CBATENLWEro naTtpmapxa
Cepbckoro».

The Holy Synod directed: “For Archimandrite Arseny, Bishop
of Winnipeg, Vicar of the North American Eparchy. In order
to consecrate Archimandrite Arseny, it was necessary to call a
Hierarchical Sobor and it was imperative to send him, Fr.
Arseny, as soon as possible to America, which was completed
in Belgrade, with preliminary agreement and the blessing of
His Holiness, the Patriarch of Serbia.”

B 1926 roay, 24 Mas, no nopy4yeHuto
BbicokonpeocssweHHenwero Mutpononuta lNnatoHa n no
6narocnosenunto Ceatenwero MNatpnapxa Cepbckoro
OUMNTpUA XMpOTOHUCAH BO ennckona BUHHMNErckoro B rpaae
Benrpage (Cepbusi) B pyCcCKOM npaBOCAaBHON LEepKBU
BbicokonpocBsilweHHeNWNM AHTOHNEM, MNTPONONTOM
Kuesckum n MNanunuknm MNpeacenateneM Apxnepenckoro
CunHopa Pycckoun lNMpasocnaBHon LlepkBu 3arpaHuLen,
MpeocBsweHHenWwnM NepMoreHoM enmnckonoMm
EkaTepnHocnaBcknMM n HOBOMOCKOBCKUM U
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MpeocBswWEeHHENWM ennckonom Maspumnnom YenabmHCKNUM um
Tpounukum.28

On May 24 1926, by the direction of His Beatitude
Metropolitan Platon and with the blessing of His Holiness,
Patriarch of Serbia, Dimitri, he was consecrated to the
Episcopate (Winnipeg) in Belgrade (Serbia) in the Russian
Orthodox Church by His Beatitude Antoniy, Metropolitan of
Kiev and the Galician Chairman of the Synod of Bishops of the
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad, His Grace, Hermogen,
Bishop of Ekaterinoslav and Novo-Moscow, and His Grace,
Gavril of Cheliabinsk and Troitskiy.

53. He traveled to New York for a meeting with the Metropolitan,
then spent a short time visiting his beloved St. Tikhon’s
Monastery and then arrived in Winnipeg to take up residence
at his new cathedra. However, by all accounts, Bishop Arseny
had come back to a very different Orthodox Canada than that
he had left 16 years earlier.

54. On the Holy Relics in the Holy Trinity Orthodox Sobor in
Winnipeg:

¥ Apxuepeiickas I'pamora ot 18 despans 1927 roxa 3a Ne 209, Gramota of the Bishop, February
18 1927, No. 209.
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Bua Xpama 1924 roga.

The Holy Trinity Sobor (currently of
the OCA) in Winnipeg, Manitoba,
1924,

B 1926 Mutpononut MNMnaaTtoH HasHauun
lMpeocBaweHHUWEro ApceHmns ennckornom
KaHagbl ¢ pe3maeHumen B BuHHunere.
MpnbbiBLIMIK ennckon obpaTuacsa K nactee co
cnoBaMu NnocnaHus, rae nogyepkHyn: «/11o6oBb
Apxunacrtbipsi rnasbl Ljepksu [1paBociaBHoOM B
Amepuke n KaHage BbiCOKONpeocBsiLLEHHENLLIENO
mutpornosnta lnartoHa yepes Boicwyro Biacrb
Hawen LjepKkBu 3arpaHuuen, ApxmepencKkm
CuHoa, npn3Basia MeHsi K APXNEPENCKOMY
C/1y>XXKeHnto Ha HuBe KaHazackou lpaBoc/iaBHoOM
LlepkBu».%° Tocne 3Toro oH Bpyunn Cobopy
Yactuuy ot XusoTtBopswero Kpecta NocnogH4,
npuBe3éHHyo UM c EBponbl. «B ceM KpecTte
XpaHuTCcAa YyacTtuua XXuBoTBopsuiero Apesa
KpecTta, Ha koTopoM 6bi1n1 pacnaTt Nocnoab
Haw Uuncyc Xpucroc. CBATbIHA CUA €CTb
epTtBa enuckona ApceHun CesATo-
TpouuykoMmy Cobopy r. BUHHMNera».

Ha cerogHAWHWA AeHb Mbl UMEEM TObKO
cneumanbHyto TabnMuky — KMOT, KOTOPbIN C
60KOBOM CTOPOHbI NoanncaH: «Ceun KIOT-
HAAMWUCDb ectb papb cB. TPOMLKOMY
Kad[eapanbHoMy] Cob6opy oT
McanoMmuwmnka-PereHnta ynomsinytoro Co6opa
M.[MuTtpodaHa] 1. Paka 3a cnaceHue ero
Aywn. 1926 r.»

OTcyTcTBYEeT U caM KpecT B KOTOpbIn 6blna
BnoXxeHa Yactmnuya >XusoTtBopswero Kpecra. U3
paccka3oB Bacunusa NeTbMaHeHKa, Hawero
CTapenwero NnpuxoXxaHuHa, KoTopbin 6bi1 B CBOE
BpeMa nnogmakoHoMm Apxuenumckony ApceHuio,
M3BECTHO, 4YTO DTOT KpecT Bcerga Haxoauncs B
Antape Cobopa. Mbl Hageemcs, 4To CBATbIHSA
byaeTt HanaeHa.

% lepxoBusie Begomoctu Ne 20 ot 28 oktsi6pst 1926 roma. Church Record, No. 20, Oct. 28 1926.
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1926 roa. BectHuk KaHaackon enapxuu.

The Canadian Eparchy newsletter, 1926.

In 1926, Metropolitan Platon assigned His Grace, Arseny as
Bishop of Canada with his residence in Winnipeg. The arriving
bishop turned to his flock with the words of his assignment:
“The love of the Archpastor of the Orthodox Church in
America and Canada, His Beatitude, Metropolitan Platon by
the Higher Authorities of our Church Abroad, the Holy Synod,
called me to Hierarchical service in the Canadian fields of
harvest.” He then presented to the gathering a Relic of the
Holy Life-Giving Cross of Our Lord, which he had brought
from Europe. “In this Cross is a portion of the Life-Giving
Cross, on which was crucified Our Lord, Jesus Christ. This
Holy Relic is a gift of Bishop Arseny to Holy Trinity Sobor, City
of Winnipeg.

Today we have only the case, the kiot, on the underside of

which is written, “This case (kiot) is a gift to the Holy Trinity
Cathedral from Reader-Precentor M. [Mitrophan] D. Rak for
the salvation of his soul, 1926.” [It is known this Cross was
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always in the altar of the Cathedral. We hope that this Holy
Relic might be found, -- Committee].

Cenyac npoxoAaaT no 3ToOMy NOBOAY NeperoBopbl C HALWNM
Mpasawmm Apxuepeem - lNpeoceaweHHenwmnm Cepadmmom,
enuckornom OTTaBCckMM U Bces KaHagbl.

Now follows a portion of a conversation with our Holy
Hierarch, His Grace, Seraphim, Bishop of Ottawa and of All
Canada:

Kak BuHHuNer 6bin reorpadpmyeckmm uLeHTpoM KaHaabl, Tak
Cobop npogomkan 6biTb cepaueM kKaHaackoro lNpasocnasus.
Bnaabika ApceHnn BuHHunexcknm n KaHagckmi cBoMMMU
CBO6OAHBLIMU N AyllecnacuTenbHbIMM NponoBeasiMM pasoBan
cepaua nogen. He pas ero HasbiBanm Bepytowme «KaHaackum
3natoyctomMm». «A pa3se KaHaackas LlepkoBb MoOXkeT
3abbiTb NpocBeTuTens KaHaabl, Apxmenmckona ApceHus
YaxosuoBa? [lonro 6yaytT BCNOMMHaTb €ro paBHO Kak
6yayT BcnoMuHaTtb oTua Anekces ToBTa, nepBoro
paboTHMka B AMepuKe Ha noJsib3y NpaBoc/iaBuUA MexAay
YropwmHamm n Fannmuanamun»3°. Mynbc gyxosHoro
BOCKpeceHus1 Havan buTbCsl yBepeHHee 1 pacnpoCcTpaHsancs no
Bcex npocTtopax KaHagbl. Ceato-Tpouukuin Cobop n ennckon
ApceHunin 6bInn XUBUTENbHBIM UCTOYHUKOM ANs1 3TOro
BO306HOBNEHHOro 3sHTy3MasMma. CobopHas uepKkoBb CTana
obpas3uoM ansg MHornx npuxonos KaHaabl. HoBbin Enmnckon co
CBOMM YnpasneHneMm Havanu BoinyckaTb LlepKoBHbIN BeCTHMK
ansa enapxum « Kanagnmnckun NpaBocniaBHbIN
MuccuoHep».>!

As Winnipeg was the geographic centre of Canada, so Holy
Trinity Sobor remains the heart of Canadian Orthodoxy.

3 ITpomouepeii Hnus Knonos. Jymer nao Amepuxanckoii iemonucwio. FO6uneiinwiii coopHux 6
namamo 150-remus Pyccxoui [Ipasocnasnoii Llepkeu 6 Amepuxe. Protopresbyter Ilia Klopov,
Thoughts on the American Chronicle, A Jubilee Collection in Remembrance of the 150"
Anniversary of Orthodoxy in America.

3! BekoBoe crostane B Mcrune. 100-metust Csto-Tponmkoro Co6opa r. Bunnumnera, ¢27-28. 4
Century Grounded in Faith, op. cit.
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57.

Vladyka Arseny of Winnipeg and Canada with his open, soul-
saving sermon rejoiced the heart of the people. Not once
only did they call him “the Canadian Chrysostom.” Can the
Canadian Church forget its Enlightener, Archbishop ARSENY
(Chahovtsov)? Long will he be remembered as St. Alexis
Toth is remembered, as a first labourer for the good of the
Orthodox faith among the Hungarians and Galicians.” The
pulse of spiritual resurrection began to beat stronger and to
spread across the wide reaches of Canada. Holy Trinity Sobor
and Bishop Arseny were living founts for the renewing of
enthusiasm. The Sobor became an image for other parishes in
Canada. The new Bishop with his Council began to publish a
Canadian periodical for the Diocese, The Canadian Orthodox
Missionary.

However, by all accounts, Bishop Arseny had come back to a
very different Orthodox Canada than that he had left 16 years
earlier. The so-called “Living Church” had risen since the
Revolution and was causing great trouble, as were various
Ukrainian nationalist groups. According to Archimandrite
Tereshchenko “a whole book could be written, outlining in it
all that Vladyko Arseny suffered in Canada after his return,
but it would be a catalogue of horrors. His Eminence had to
wage war against the ‘ill weeds’ on several fronts, and it was
difficult at times to distinguish who was one of ours, and who
was on the other side.” Still Arseny pressed on, traversing the
vast country, preaching, founding monasteries in Sifton and
Bluffton, Manitoba, and throughout Alberta.

Kpome BO3MyTUTENIbHOIO NOCTYMNKa AONYLLEHHOro
“afamoBLaMU”B OTHOWEHUU K 0. AnekcaHapy Knstoky
CTOPOHHUKN “vyxaonocetutena” (en. Agam nocewan KaHaay
n 3abupan B CBOK enapxuio npuxoabl ¢ KaHaackom enapxumm,
OH Ha3blBas CBOK enapxuio — KapnaTto-Pycckow) BopBasnChL B
DAMOHTOHE B XpaM, copBanu c 0. AnekcaHapa pu3bl U
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BbITONIKANMN ero ¢ nobosiMn Ha ynuuy, AOXOAAT BECTM O
nokyweHmn paHaTukoB B KaHope Ha lNMpeocBslleHHenwero
Bnaabiky ApceHusa. B HOUb NMoa BOCKpeCceHbe, Koraa
Bnaabikoto gonmxkHa 6biTb coBepuweHa boxecTtBeHHas
JInTyprus, 3n10yMblILWIEHHUKN OTKPbIIN pYyXXenHyto nanbby no
AOMY, B KOTOpOM Bnagbika nmen otabix. NMNepenonox 6bi,
KOHe4yHo, He Manbi. OgHako aeno obowsocb 6e3 nopaHeHUN.
Xpabpble paHaTUKU CKPbUTUCb, NOJIb3YSCb TEMHOTOR
KaHaanmnckom Houun. YanmesutenbHble paTtobopubl: Kak u
BOXAb MX, TaK M CNOCMNELHWUKN ero ymeroT npuberaTb K
Hacunuio! YTo MM Bepa n Xn3Hb No Bepe Xpuctoson?! CTblaHO
3@ HUX M Xanko Ao rnybuHbl aywu... N xmneeéuee 4yyBCTBUE
Aa bynet npuHeceHO TeM, KTO NoABepraeTcs Ux HamageHuto.
OuyeBMAHO MYYEHMYECTBO M B HAlW AHM He TaK AaneKko oT
ncnoBegHUKOB nNpasabl BoXxuen, Kak 3TO MOXET Ka3aTbCAC
nepeoro B3rnsga.>?

Despite the scandalous act of the "Adamovtsi” in relating to
Fr. Alexander Kiziuk as a strange visitor (Bishop Adam visited
Canada and took his Eparchial see out of the Canadian
Diocese, calling his Eparchy — Carpatho-Russian) in pillaging
the Edmonton temple, tearing Fr. Alexander’s vestments and
throwing him fiercely into the street, news comes of the
fanatics at Canora who attacked Vladyka Arseny. In the night
before Sunday, when Vladyka was to prepare for Holy Liturgy,
evildoers opened fire on the house in which Vladyka was
staying. There was major commotion. All the same the deed
ended without physical harm. The “brave” fanatics hid under
the cover of the Canadian night. Remarkable soldiers, like
their leader, so the followers. What to them is faith and the
life of faith in Christ? One is ashamed for them to the depths
of one’s soul. May conviction be sent to them, who are liable
for their attack. It is clear that martyrdom even in our day is

*? Pyccko-Amepukanckuii ITpaBocnaseii Bectank, Hos6ps-Jexa6ps 1927 roxa, c. 141.
Russian-American Orthodox Vestnik, November — December 1927, page 141.
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not so remote, for those who confess the Lord in truth, as it
might appear at the first glance.

57. B 1928 roay Bnagbika ApceHui nuweT obwmpHoe nocnaHme K
YKpEenjeHnto gucumninHel u 6naroroBeHnst B npnxonax.
MHoro BonpocoB 6b1710 NOAHATO U PEKOMEHAOBAHO, Kak UX
ncuennTb. Ho HaM xXo4eTbCs yKasaTb Ha MCTUHHO
MpaBocnaBHbIn KaHaackm MeHTanuteT aToro MNMacTbips. OH
yBelaeT CBOMX NacoMbIX: «HW noa Kakmm BMAOM He BBOAUTDL
B XXM3Hb LLEPKOBHYI NOJUTUKMU N BCEMU CUITAMUN UCKOPEHATDb
HaUMOHaNbHbIN WOBUHU3M. [Ns nacTbips A0/HKeEH ObiTb A0por
BCSAIKMN MNACOMbIN, BbIXOAUT N OH U3 BEIMKOW, Manown,
yepBOHOW, 6enon, Kapnatckon Pycn n3 BykKOBUHbI, PyMbiHMU,
Cepbun, bonrapuun, Npeumun n Tak ganee. Npexae Bcero
NMPABOCJIABUE. Ho 3TO BOBCE HE 3HAYUT, YTO HE HAAO
COXPaHATb HAUMOHaNbHbIN A3bIK. Mpn KaXXaon LepKBu
Heobxo0aMMO yCTpamBaTb NPUXOACKYHO LWWIKOAY M 0byyaTb AeTen
rpamMoTe Ha MaTEPUHCKOM S3blKe, a rnaBHOEe BEeCTuU
KaTexnsaumio XOTs Mo BOCKPECHbIM AHAM. B 3akntoveHue,
NpoLly M MOJIKO: B LEPKBU U NPU YNHOLENCTBUSX
(6orocny>xeHnsax)Bo3MOXHO bonble 61aroroBeHns; BHe
LEepKBU M B AOMALUHEN XMN3HM BO3MOXHO 6onbLue
61aronpuCTOMHOCTM M BO BCEM - 6aaronpuanums ».>
In 1928, Vladyka Arseny writes a general missive for the
strengthening of discipline and reverential ways in the
parishes. Many questions were considered and
recommendations made. But we want to depict the true
Orthodox Canadian mentality of this Shepherd. He writes to
his flock:

3

Never, by any means allow into the life of the Church any
politics and with all your strength root out all nationalist
chauvinism. The shepherd must be dear to every member of

33 Kawnauiickuii [IpaBocnaBueit Muccuonep, Ne6, 1928 ron, ¢.67-68. Canadian Orthodox
Messenger, No. 6, 1928, pp.67-68.
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the flock, whether he is from big, small, dark, white,
Carpatho-Rus’, Bukovina, Romania, Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece
and so on. First of all: ORTHODOXY. And this does not means
that we do not need to keep our national languages. It is
essential that every church should build a parish school in
order to teach the children their mother tongue and its
grammar, and it is very important that Catechism be taught,
at least on Sundays. In conclusion, I beg of you and pray: in
church and before services, we need more reverence; beyond
the church and in home life we need more decorum and in
everything — more inclination toward the things of God."

58. B koHue roga Bnaabika ApceHnin 6epéTt Ha cebs HeobbluHOe
nocaywaHu: npocut Mmutpononuta MNMnatoHa 6narocnoseHus
Ha cbop aeHer B AMepuke ans KaHaackux ceBepo-3anaHblx
npmxonosB. OH o06bsacHAET, uTo Ha 220-300 Munb

HET HW OAHOM LEPKBU UM AaXe YaCOBHW; HEeT Knaabuvuw; aetu
ocTatoTcs 6e3 KkpeweHus, ymepwune 6e3 otneBaHums.
NHocnaBHble MUCCMOHEpPbI, 0COBEHHO paHLy3KMe CTPOosX
Xpambl, rae HeT BoobLe NX BEPYIOLWMX U 3a3bIBAlOT HaLLNX.
Pycb CBATas Koraa-to nocbisiana K 4y>Xmm HapoaaMm CBOMX
MUCCUOHEPOB. Heyxenu Tenepb, Koraa npocat xneba
AYXOBHOIo CBOW poAHble NO BEPE N KPOBWU, HAM CYXAEHO
3aKpbITb Masa 1 ywu n ckasaTb MOHOTOHHO: Mbl 6eaHbI?... 4,
Kak enuMckon LuepKBu, BUAEBLLUMI nonoxeHne, 6otocb bora u
Ero cyaa MaxHyTbHa BCE 3TO pyKOW; MHe Xafb Ayl
NpaBoCNaBHbIX OTAaBaTb HA pacTep3aHne MHOCNABHbIM...
Co3Hato, uTto He B Mou 64 roga npuHUMaTb Ha cebsa Takoe
NOCNyLWwaHne, HO CYUTaKo, YTO Jlyylle COKPaTUTb CBOK XMU3Hb B
OrHE CAYXeHUs 6AVXKHEMY, YEM TNeTb MeAsIeHHbIM nnameHem, >

At the end of the year Bishop Arseny takes upon himself an
unusual task: he asks Metropolitan Platon’s blessing to
conduct a collect of funds throughout America for the

** Iloknan Apcenus, enuckona Bunaumnerckoro Mutpononury ITnatony, 6 Oxtabps 1929 roxa,
Ne 241, Bunnuner. Report of His Grace, Arseny, Bishop of Winnipeg to Metropolitan Platon, 6
October 1929, No. 241.
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northwestern parishes of Canada. He explains that, for 220-
300 miles

there is not a single church or a chapel, no cemetery; children
are left without baptism, are buried with a funeral service.
Missionaries from other faiths, particularly French, build
churches where there are none of their faithful and then they
call ours to come. Do not say that asking spiritual bread for
our own, according to faith and blood, we can judge, close our
eyes and ears and say in @ monotone: We are poor?... I as
Bishop of the Church, seeing the dire straits, fear the Lord and
His Great Judgment, with His hand; I pity the souls of the
Orthodox given over to other faiths... And never did I know
that in all my sixty-four years to take upon myself this task, it
is better to burn one’s soul in the fire of service, then to have
it smoulder in a slow flame.

59. AyxoBHag Wkona anga Uepksu Bceraa 6bina npnopmuTeTom U
BCcerga 3aHuMana ym lNpeocssweHHenwero Bnaabiku. BecHomn
1929 ropa Bnaabika ApceHuin, umes 60/bLLIOK OMbIT
rnpenogaBaHUAa AYXOBHbIX AUCUMMIINH, NPOBOAU
Borocnosckue Kypcbl — 22 nekuuu - ong KaHanaaTos B
cBAaLweHcTeo npu Cnaco-Bo3HeceHCKOM MOHACTbIpe.
MpeameTamum nekumm 6binn: «PyKoBOACTBO AN CEbCKUX
nacrolpen», «Jlntypruka», «flommnetnka», «M3ydyeHue
CeaweHHoro MNMucannsa». Bcex cTyneHToB 6b110 NATb, KOTOpbIE
XXMM NPU MOHACTbIPE U UCMOMHSAN NOMHOCTLIO ero Ycras.>?
Ho Ha aToM Bnagbika He ocTaHasnuBasncs. BoT ero nmyHbie
cnosa:

Cenyac 6yagupyto (Bo36yxaaro MbICb) OTLOB K CO34aHUIO0
WKonbl-6ypchl Ans «BbiBoAa» (6ykKBanbHO- POXAEHUS
CcBsAWEeHHMKOB) KaHanaaToB B nacTbipy n3 KaHaanmckom
MonoAéXn. Bonpoc BeCcbMa BaXKHbI U OCTpbli. OKOpMASATCS

* U3 nueBuuka Kanamuiickoro Muccuonepa. I[lucemo Enmckona Apcenus. Pyccko-
Awmepukanckuii [IpaBocnaBueiii BecTHHK. 1929 ron, Ne 6. From the Diary of a Canadian
Missionary, “Letter of Bishop Arseny,” Russian American Orthodox Messenger, 1929, No. 6.
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«AbsSKaMu» NMpoLLIO BPEMS, U OHU Ccebs
3apeKkoMeHA0BaNnHef0CTONMHO. bpaTb U3 Poccumn HEKoro m
Aoporo. MNpuxoanTca ayMatb O MeCTHbIX. HagedaTcs Ha «obuwe-
aMepUKaHCKY» CEMMHApPUIO HE NpUXoaunTCs, Tak Kak KaHaaa
cunTaeTcs «cmbupblo», U3 KOTOPOW cTapatoTcs ybexaTb
BO3MOXHO ckopee. OCTalTCA NpUpoAHble KaHaaumnLbl, KOTOPbIX
N Hado uUcKaTb U «0bpaboTbiBaTb», XOTH eAMHMLAMN, AN
BOCMOJIHEHUS KaApa nacTblpckoro. BecbMa TpyaHO m
MaTepuasnbHO U MOpPasibHO, U HAY4YHO B CMbICNe
npenogasaTtesnien. Ho Bce Xe aep3ato 1 npobmsato Aopory K
XenaHHon uenn.>®

A Theological School for the Church was always a priority for
His Grace; it occupied his thoughts. In the spring of 1929,
Vladyka Arseny, having plenty of experience in teaching in
spiritual disciplines, offered Theological Courses - 22 lectures
- for candidates for the priesthood at Holy Ascension
Monastery. The themes of the lectures were: Leadership for
Rural Priests; Liturgics; Homiletics; Priestly Writings. There
were five students who lived at the Monastery and completed
his curriculum. However, Vladyka did not stop there. Here
are his personal words:

Right now I am interested in hearing/collecting/gathering the
thoughts of my priests on the establishment of a school/bursa
for the “birth” of priests, candidates to the priesthood from
Canadian youth. This question is totally important and sharp.
The diaki’s theological knowledge upon being tested, is found
inadequate. Brothers from Russia — there aren’t any and it is
expensive. We must think of those here, instead. We cannot
look to the general American theological schools as Canada is
considered “Siberia” from which people try to run away as fast
as possible. We are left with our native Canadians, candidates
from which we must locate and raise up, one by one as
theological cadres. It is hard, both materially and for the

3% En. Apcenwuit. U3 nueBnuka Kanaguiickoro Muccnosepa. Pyccko-AMepukaHckuit
[IpaBocnaBuerii BecTHUK. 1929 rom, Ne 10. Ibid.
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morale, especially in the matter of teachers. But all this I dare
and prepare the way with an iron (a desired) purpose.

60. O6wwupHocTb KaHaackon enapxun Bcerga 3acraBnsna
ennuckona nMeTb HEMMOBEPHYD (PU3NYECKYHO 3aKasKy U
AOYXOBHYIO cmny. BeCKOHeuHble Noe3aKu TSXenbl gaxe u
MO0AbIM N0ASAM, He Kak 65 neTtHeMy ctapuy. OH nuwer:

3anyTancs s B CBOMX 6eCKOHeuHbIX fieTaHnax [OH e3aun, HO
6bICTPOTY NepeaBMXeHUA Ha3Ban — JieTaHueM. DTU C/10Ba
COBCEM Npopoyeckue An4 Hawero enuckona Cepaduma — nport
AHatonuni] oT Kpas 40 Kpas wupokon KaHagbl... He ycnesato
BbINOJIHNTb HAMEYEeHHbI MapLlwpyT KU YacTo ckopbto, 3a4eM B
CyTKax TOJSIbKO 24 4aca. TonbKO 4YTO cen B noesa u
Hanpasnstcb M3 CackatyH B BuHHUNer, 4ytobbl yepes ABa AHA
OMNATb BblexaTb NOYTU ctoga xe — B Myc [IxaB. lNoe3g naet no
cyrpobam cHera. BaroH cTpalwHo KayaeT n He gaeT nucaTb... B
CndTtoHckon obutenu npobbin B HaCNaXaAeHUN AYXOBHOM
TONbKO OAHY ceamuuy. Kak TaM xopowo v npusetnmeo! Ho He
AA0T MHe TaM 3ajaepxusatcs. Bciogy 6anamyTta 1 HEMoKoMn.
Ecnu 3apepXxycb, TO Npocuxy MHoroe. Haa rpo6oMm Moum
CKaxeTe, YTo He 6bin YMEH «kabuHeTckun » (from office), HO
6bln ycepaeH B NeTaHMaxX C MecTa Ha MecTo paau 6nara u Mmmpa
LlepkBun. Ecnu ¢ HoBoro Noga obpexyT Kpblsibs AN netaHus,
TO He 3Hal, Kak n 4Yto 6yaeT co MHOM ...Tenepb HaxoXycCb B
MoHTpeane, Hayan CBOM XJ0MoTbl C BM30W.3’

The sheer size of the Canadian Diocese always forced Vladyka
to have an immeasurable physical hardiness and spiritual
strength. Constant travel is hard enough for the young, let
alone for a 65-year old man. He writes:

I threw myself into my endless flying around from place to
place in wide Canada not able to fulfill my schedule and often
lamenting that there were only 24 hours in a day [he rode, but
by the speed of his movements - flew. These words are

7 En. Apcenwuit. U3 nueBnuka Kanaguiickoro Muccnosepa. Pyccko-AMepukaHckuit
[IpaBocnaBuerii BecTHUK. 1929 rom, Ne 11, Ibid.
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altogether prophetic for our Bishop Seraphim - Committee]. 1
just sat down on the train and am traveling from Saskatoon to
Winnipeg, so that in two days I can go from there to Moose
Jaw. The train goes through snowbanks. The train cars shake
terribly and one cannot write.... At Sifton I managed to stay in
that spiritual bliss for only a single week. How good it was
there and pleasant! But my work does not allow me to stay
there long. Everywhere is agitation and trouble. If I am
delayed, then much will befall. Above my grave write that the
cause of his death was not the office but was “zealed to death”
with flying from place to place for the good and peace of the
Church. If in the New Year they cut my wings for flying, I don't
know what will happen to me... Now I am in Montreal,
beginning my busyness over all the visa trouble.

3umon 1930 roga Ennckon ApceHuin nocne rnosyyeHus
6narocnoseHus oT MmuTpononuTa lNMnatoHa cobmpan AeHbrn Ha
HY>XZAbl NPUX0A40B ceBepo-3anagHon KaHaabl B HEKOTOPbIX
wTaTax AMepukn. HaunHas c Hoto-Mopka oH nyTewecTsoBan
OT XpaMa K Xpamy, rae cosepluian 6orocnyxeHus,
pacckasblBan o0 TSxecTsax MNpaBocnaBHON KaHaabl,
nponoBenoBa, HACTaBAS MOMOAEXb U B3blBaa K cepauam
MPOCTbIX BEPYHOLMX O NOXepTBOBaHUKN. Ero aTta 6naropogHas
MUCCUS MPOoLUSia OYEHb YCMNELHEe He TONbKO ANs YKpenaeHus
(dMHAHCOBOW CTOPOHbLI EMUPXNN, HO, YTO 0COBEHHO, OHa TakK
6bina Heobxoamma ans NpaBocnaBHbIX aMepuUKaHLUeB, KOTopble
ToNNamMu e3annu OT LEepKBU K LepkBe 3a Bnagbikon, Kak
KOorga-To HapoA 3a XpUCTOM.

In the winter of 1930, Bishop Arseny after receiving the
blessing from Metropolitan Platon gathered funds for the
needs of parishes in northwestern Canada and several states
in America. Beginning with New York, he traveled from parish
to parish, serving liturgies and relating the hardships of
Orthodox Canada, preaching, instructing the youth and calling
the hearts of the forthright faithful to make offerings. Not
only was this successful for the financial strengthening of the
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Diocese, but it was also very strengthening for the Orthodox
of America, crowds of whom went from Church to Church with
Vladyka, just as the crowds followed Christ.

CnoBa ekTeHuun: «EwWwé monnmca o coegnHeHnn CBATbIX
Boxunx Llepksen» - ansg Bnagblknm 3TO HE NPOCTO CNOBA, HO
BcerpalwHee gencreme. OH Cyxun B COeAUMHEHHON eANHOMN
Hepa3genéHHomn MNMpasocnaBHoM AMepuKaHckon Liepkeu npu
Apxuenunckone TUXoHe U 3TO 3HAMA eANHCTBA AMEPUKAHCKOro
NMpaBocnaBus OH NMPOHEC BCIO CBOK XU3Hb. 24 oKTA6psa 1931
roga oH nuwet Ennckony JleoHTuo, 6byaywemy MmutpononuTy:

Bcrogy n B AMepuke u B KaHaae opraH1M30BbIBalOT Kakmne-To
HOBble NpaBoC/iaBHble LepkBu C XKykamMu 1 NpoyYnMn, a Mbl,
MNpaBocnasHble, MONYUM U HabnoaaeM, Kak Hawun OBLbI
pa3bpmnaatoTcs No Yy>Xmm orpagam. lNMoyemy Ham He BOUTU B
cornaweHue co BCEMM NpaBOC/IaBHbIMK e€nNMCcKonaMm, 34ecb
rpeku, cepbol, 6onrapm, cmpo-apabbl U1 He NOroBOPUTbL Ha
Cobope 0 Mepax n cpeacTBax K COXpaHEHMIO MCKOHHOTIO
(NepBoHa4vanbHoOro, agpesHero) MNMpasocnasus. A 60t0Cb
yMupaTtb, ocTaBnsasa LlepkoBb B TakoM xaoce. Beab Mbl -
bnioctntenu Lepkeu.

The words of the litany: “Again let us pray for the unity of the
Holy Churches of God” - for Vladyka these were not simply
words but actual reality. He served in the singular unity of the
Orthodox Church in America under Archbishop Tikhon and he
carried this standard of a unified North-American Orthodoxy
all of his life. On October 24 1931, he wrote to Bishop
Leontiy, the future Metropolitan:

Everywhere in America and Canada they are organizing
some kind of new Orthodox churches with Zhuk (the name of
a schismatic) and we, the Orthodox, pray and observe that our
sheep are turning to foreign folds. Why do we not come to
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agreement with other Orthodox bishops, that is, with Greeks,
Serbians, Bulgarians, Syro-Arabs and discuss at our Sobors
about the ways and means to preserve true, historic (original)
Orthodoxy. I am afraid to die, to leave the Church in such
chaos. It is obvious we are bliustiteli of the Church. We are
guardians of the Church.

His Grace, Bishop Arseny was awarded a Special Gramota of
Recognition from his Canadian Flock in 1931:

YOUR GRACE, THE RIGHT REVEREND
ARSENY
BISHOP OF WINNIPEG AND ALL CANADA

With great joy, we, the Clergy and Members of the Church
Assembly of the Province of Alberta in Canada, wish to
express our boundiless love and faithfulness to Your
Grace, our rightful Bishop.

Today marks the fifth anniversary of Your Episcopate.

Exactly five years ago, by the will of His Beatitude, the Most
Reverend Platon, Metropolitan of All-America and Canada, and in
accord with the Archpastors, Clergy and Orthodox Brethren, You
were called to the Cathedral in Winnipeg, to serve All-Canada.

Archimandrite Arseny, - the lover of Canada, was considered
dead, among those martyred by the Bolsheviks. All who heard,
wept for the passing of our beloved shepherd - the golden-
tongued Chrysostom. Joy seized the faithful when it became
known that Arseny lives and is coming to Canada, to be our
Bishop... joy without end!

However, our enemies with ill intent began to seed gloom
among our people. They put forth that Arseny had perished and
another was coming in his place. And amidst the cries of
welcome, could be heard the cries of others: “Crucify! Crucify
Him!” In this manner the past five years may well be described
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as five years on the path of the Cross. The faithful, however,
judging Your service by Your deeds, not by the words of
Your enemies, greet You thus -

MANY YEARS, O MASTER!

Endure, Vladiko! We are with you. Lead us on the path,
as Your wisdom directs, Your knowledge, Your
Archpastoral conscience. We are all in support of You and
with You.

We pray to the Lord our God, may He assist You on the
thorn-filled path. Accomplish Your task of illumination in
the protection of the Holy Mother Church, the Holy Faith
of the Orthodox.

May the Lord protect and guard You, and be Your succour!
[stamp of the Deanery of Alberta]

Signatures +Archimandrite Antonii Tereshchenko
Protopresbyter Andrei Kokolsky
Priest Alexander Kydiuk
Priest Antonii Zimenov
Priest Nikolaj Levko
Priest Mikhail Volkov
[two sighatures that are illegible]
Palagia Kharchenko
Anastasia Zimenov
A.C. Shandro

CundToHcknin Cnaco-Bo3HeceHCKOM MOHacCTbIpb 6b1 AeTuwem
(child) Ennckona ApceHus, 310 6bin1 ero AoMm, 34eCb OH
BOCTaHaBNMBas CBOU N AYXOBHble U HU3NYECKNE CUSbI.
Bnaabika BOCTaHOBWA 34eCb M CBOE cTapoe Aeno -
CunpoTuHeul, KoTopbi oH cTpoun B 1908-10 roaax, 6yayum
AamuHucTtpaTtopom KaHaackoro NpaBocnaBusa B 3BaHUNU
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ApxumaHapuTa. OH 6bl1 YHUUTOXEH OrHéM B 1924 rogy.>®
BnaabiuHe nobsiwee cepaue 66110 Tak WMPOKO, YTO XKenano
BMECTUTb BeCb MUp. B cnyxeHun noasam, a ocobeHHo
o6e3401eHHbIM, OH BUAMA CMbIC/T CBOEro npebbiBaHMs Ha
3emne. 18 noHa 1932 roga En. ApceHuin coobuwaeT B Nnnucbme
Ennckony JleoHTUO: «A BOT HEMHOIo 0 pagoctu. B moem
CndTOHCKOM MOHACTbIpe OTNYCT yAancsa HesB3upas Ha paboTy
Bparos. lpnHMMalo Ha BOCNUTaHME TPU CUPOTbI».

Sifton’s Holy Ascension Monastery was the "child" of Bishop
Arseny, it was his home, here he applied his spiritual and
physical strength. Vladyka renewed his previous work here -
the Orphanage which he built in 1908-1910, as Administrator
of the Canadian Orthodoxy in the capacity of Archimandrite.
The Orphanage was destroyed in a fire in 1924. Vladyka’s
loving heart was so wide, it longed to enclose whole world
(put the whole world into it). In his service of people,
especially in the downtrodden, he saw the purpose of his
existence on earth. On June 18 1932, Bishop Arseny informs
Bishop Leontiy in a letter: “And now...a little concerning joyful
things: in my Sifton Monastery, the Apodosis of the Feast
passed despite the work of my enemies. I am accepting three
orphans to raise.”

65. Apxunepenckun Cobop Pycckunx NMpaBocnaBHbiX ENnMckonos
coctosinca 11-13 Nekabpsa 1935 roga B CBATO-TUXOHOBCKOM
MOHacCTbIpe no4 npeacenatensctsoM Mmutpononuta ®eoduna.
Bnagbika ApceHunin He npocTo 6pan akTUBHOE yyacTue B HEM,
HO MOXXHO CKa3aTb, 3agaBan 6,1aronpuAaTHbIN TOH
NPOXOXAEHUIO BCEX CECCUN AT YMUPOTBOPEHUS LLepPKOBHbIX
pa3fopos Ha AMEPUKAHCKOM KOHTUHEHTE n ¢ MaTepbto
Pycckoto LlepkoBbio. «['OpAY0 oTCTamBan BaXXHOCTb CO34aHus,

* Elsie Lesyk., Sifton Then and Now: A Reminiscence of the Pioneer Era (Friesen Printers, 1992)
p.76.
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npexzae BCero, Takoro AyLweBHOro pacnosioXeHust cpeam
nepapxos, Npn KOTOPOM oTnann 6bi, BO3MOXHOCTU
nposiBneHns akTnyeckoro HebpaTtontobHOro OTHOLWEHUS ApYyr
K ApYrYy, KaK UX CaMmUX, TaK U UX CTOPOHHMKOB.»> 2]

The Synod of Holy Orthodox Bishops was held on December
11-13 1935, at St. Tikhon’s Monastery under the
chairmanship of Metropolitan Theophil. Vladyka Arseny not
only took an active role in it, but one might say, gave a tone
of graceful amiableness to those attending sessions in the
soothing of ecclesiastical dissensions on the American
continent with the Mother Russian Church. He fervently
upheld the importance of the work, above all, the
maintenance of a good spiritual disposition among the
hierarchs, to prevent any possibility of non-brotherly
relationships one with another occurring in fact and among
their supporters/adherents.

66. He was very active in directing the church, frequently
convening clergy assemblies and Sobors, and although he
was a strong leader and a passionate defender of Orthodoxy,
he was known to be unusually ecumenical both in his
relationship with other sometimes non-canonical Orthodox
churches but also with other Christian confessions.
Nevertheless, as an Orthodox Bishop, Arseny was an unwilling
figurehead in the politics of his day. Thus, while convening a
clergy assembly at the home of a priest in Canora,
Saskatchewan, “a band of hooligans, still calling themselves
‘Christians’, armed with stones and wooden stakes, broke the
windows and doors and shooting through them into the house
where Vladyka Arseny and a gathering of clergy had
assembled to celebrate the Divine Liturgy the next morning.”
Arseny was badly wounded in the leg, getting leg poisoning

3021 Nestrmst Apxueperickoro Cobopa 11-13 lexabps 1935 rona, Csato-TuxoBKuit
MoHacTheIph,CaBT Kanaan, IleacunsBanus. Proceedings of the Holy Sobor, December 11-13
1935, St. Tikhon’s Monastery, South Canaan, Pennsylvania.
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from the bullet, and it was this, and not any lack of desire to
continue, that forced him to retire from active service in
Canada. According to a Church Directory of 1936, he was re-
assigned briefly to Detroit and Cleveland retiring to St.
Tikhon’s Monastery after only ten years of service in Canada,
leaving a legacy which remains in the Canadian Diocese to
this day. The Archbishop remained a Canadian citizen until he
died.*0[3!

67. B 1937, Ha 71 roay »Xu3Hu, Bnaabika npocuTt 6/1arocnoBeHns
YWTW Ha NOKOM, Ha 4To 15 OkTab6psa n nonyyaer oTBET:

CornacHo BaweMy npoweHuto 06 yxoae Ha nokon B CBATO-
TUXOHOBCKMI MOHaAcCTbIpb ¢ 1 SHBaps 1938 roaga, Cobop
ennckonos , coctosaswnmnca 11 OkTabpsa cero roaa,
nocTaHoBMN Npocbby Bawy npHATL U ocBo6oanTbL Bac oT
obsa3aHHocTen no deTporiickon kadegpe (to head the
department), pa3spewuntb Bam xuntb B CBATO-TUXOHOBCKOM
MOHACTbIP€ U HOCUTb TUTYN: «HamecTHUK MuTtpononuta un
CtpouTtenb MoHacTbIpsa». MNpn 3TOM:

1.BbInonHATL BCe nopyyeHnsa Bnaabiku MutpononunTa B
OTHOLLUEHNN MOHACTbIPS UB YCTPOEHUU N YKPEMNEHUN XKXU3HN
AYXOBHOMN.

2.YCTpOUTb NMpu MOHACTbIpe WKOY, HAMEYEHHYIO
BceamepukaHckuM LlepkosHbiM Co6onpom B Hbto Mopke.

3. BbINOAHATb KOMAHAMPOBKM BHE MOHACTbIPA,
nopy4aemble Mutpononutom.*!

In 1937 at the age of 71, Vladyka asks a blessing to enter
retirement, to which he receives the following response:

In keeping with Your request to enter retirement at St.
Tikhon’s Monastery from January 1 1938, the Holy Synod of
Bishops, meeting on October 11 this year, accepted Your
request to release You from all duties of the Detroit Diocese
and allows you to live at St. Tikhon’s Monastery and to bear

4031 Br. John Hainsworth “Archbishop Arseny: A Vita in Process”.

*! Yka3 Co6opa Emuckomnos 15 Okrsiopst 1937 roma. Heto Mopk.
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the title: "Representative of the Metropolitan and Builder of
the Monastery." In this connection:

1. To fulfill all duties as Representative of the
Metropolitan for the building and strengthening of spiritual life
there.

2. To build, at the Monastery, a School, as outlined by
the All-American Church Sobor in New York.

3. To carry out all travels beyond the Monastery which
the Metropolitan might request you to undertake.”

Jlobsawaa nacTea ¢ 4LOCTOMHCTBOM eMy nogabatowmm
npoBoXaeT 3acnyxeHoro Bnagbiky. D4MOHTOHCKUIW NpUxoa,
CesaTon BennkomyuyeHuubl BapBapbl NpUroToBua cneumnanbHyto
BnarogapcTBeHHy0 rpaMoTy, Kak oT cebs NMYHO, TaK OT BCeX
KaHaackux lNpaBocnaBHbIX 1 Bpy4uuna ee 12 aekabpsa 1937
roga. OgHO TONbKO Ha3BaHWe roBOPUT O MHOMMX 3acnyrax
ennckona ApceHus:

The loving flock with commensurate honor bade farewell to
their merited Bishop. The Edmonton parish of The Holy Great-
Martyr Barbara prepared him a special Gramota of Gratitude,
given from it, personally, and also from all of the Orthodox
faithful in Canada; it was given to him on December 12 1937.
It fully speaks of Bishop Arseny’s dedicated service:

«Hacaautenio BuHorpagHuka Xpucrtosa B KaHage»
To The Planter of the Vineyard of Christ in Canada

Bawe lNpeocesaweHcTBO, MNybokoyBaxaembln Bnagbika u
ApxunacTblpb!
Your Grace, Deeply-Respected Bishop and Arch-Pastor!

CerogHsa Bbl nocnegHui pas MOAUANUCE C HaMKU. Bbl yxoanTe Ha
nokown. MNMonb3ysacb 3TUM CAy4aeM, NpuUxon LepKBuU CB.
Be/IMKOMYYeHunLUbl BapBapbl, koTopyto Bbl camu TpuauaTb neT
TOMY OCBSALWANU, U B KOTOPOM Bbl 66111 O4HMM U3 NepBbIX
HacTosTeneun, Bbipaxaet Bam cBoto rnybokyto 61arogapHoCTb,
3a BCe TPYyAbl, B/IOXEHHble BaMKn B AeNno co3aaHns, pa3Butma U
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ykpenneHusa lNpasocnasHon LlepkBn B DaMoHTe, AnbbepTe 1 BO
Bcen KaHage.

Today You pray with us for the last time. You are entering
into Your rest. At this moment, the parish of the Church of
The Great Martyr Barbara, which thirty years ago you
consecrated, and in which You served as First Rector, wishes
to express to You its deepest gratitude for your work in the
formation, development and strengthening of the Orthodox
Church in Edmonton, Alberta and in all Canada.

Mbl XOTMM TaKXe NMoA4YEepPKHYTb, YTO C BalnM yxoaoMm, Kak Mbl,
Tak un Bcqa lNpaBocnasHaga LlepkoBb B KaHane TepsaeT cBOro
BblAaloLLErOCsa NponoBeagHMKa.

We would like to emphasize, that with Your departure, we and
all of the Orthodox Church in Canada loses our foremost
Spiritual Orator.

[a nomoxeTt Bam bor ¢ Hanbonblen NonbL3omn Ans
n3crpagaslwencs NpasocnasHol LlepkeBu nNpoBecTu roapl
Bawero 3acny>eHHOro nokosi, B orpage Ceaton Obutenu,
co3gaHHOM no Bonun boxuen Tpyaamm Bawero
lMpeocBsLeHCTBA.

May the Lord for your work in building the much-suffering
Orthodox Church grant you with great profit to pass your
years of retirement in peace, in a place within the Holy
Habitation built, by the will of God, through the very labours of
Your Grace.

Hacrosarenb uepksu: cssay. M. Bacuib
lNcanomimnk-PereHT: A. 'ypaBCcKuii
lpeacegarens Komutera: B.I1.

Cekperapb Komutera: H. Ctpamuros.
Rector of the Church: Priest I. Vasil
Reader - Precentor: A. Huravski
Chairman of the Committee: V.P.
Secretary of the Committee: N. Stramihov

69. YuutbiBasa 3acnyrn Ennckona ApceHus B aene ykpenseHus
NMpaBocnaBusa Ha AMepUKAHCKOM KOHTUHeHTe CobopoM
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CeBepo-AMepukKaHckon Mutpononmm 6b1510 peweHo BO3BECTU
ero caH Apxuenuckona.

In consideration of the labours of Bishop Arseny in the work
of building Orthodoxy on the American continent, it was
decided by the Sobor of the North-American Metropolia to
elevate him to the rank of Archbishop.

Bishop Arseny was elevated to the rank of Archbishop for his
tireless work, and he was expected to retire quietly from
church life.

Yka3
n3 Apxuepenckoro CunHoana Pycckou NMpasocnaBHoOM
LlepkBu 3arpaHuuen
MpeocBaweHHOMY Apxuenuckony ApceHuio.
Decree of the Holy Synod of Bishops of the Russian
Orthodox Church Abroad (Beyond the Borders) to His
Grace Archbishop Arseny

Apxueperickmnin CnHoa Pycckon MNMpaBocnaBHon LiepkBu
3arpanuuen 17 (30) aerycTta 1938 roga cnywanu:
OnpeneneHune Apxuepenckoro Cobopa o Bo3segeHun Bawero
[MpeocBslweHCTBa B caH Apxmnenuckona rno npeacras/eHnto
BbicokonpeocsslweHHenwero Mutpononuta ®eodwuna.
MocTtaHoBwMAMK: O cocrTosasweMca BO3BegeHUN Bac B caH
Apxuenuckona nocnaTtb BaweMmy [NpeocBALWEHCTBY YKa3s,
yBeaomutb 0 CobopHOM onpeaeneHumn
BacokonpeocssweHHenwero Mutpononuta ®eoduna.

30 AsrycTta (12 CeHTa6ps) 1938 roga, N° 780.

r.Cpemckune Kapnosupbl.

MNpeacenatenb Apxueperckoro CnHoaa
+ MuTpononuTt AHacTacun.

The Holy Synod of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church
Abroad on August 17 (30) 1938 heard a Motion to elevate Your
Grace to the rank of Archbishop by the recommendation of His
Beatitude Metropolitan Theophil.
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70.

71.

72.

Decision: Concerning the Your elevation to the rank of
Archbishop to send to Your Grace an Edict, informing You of
the recommendation by His Beatitude Metropolitan Theophil.

30 August (12 September)1938, No. 780
City of Sremskii Karlovtsi

Chairman of the Synod of Bishops
+Metropolitan Anastasii

However, he soon after astonished just about everybody by
applying to the Holy Synod for the blessing to establish St.
Tikhon’s Pastoral School (later Seminary), which he did in
record time in the Fall of 1938. The opening of the School was
another feat of tireless labour and ingenuity on Archbishop
Arseny’s part, and the speed and apparent surety with which
he accomplished it were nearly miraculous. Typically, he was
loved by the students who, according to The Tikhonaire,
“each year would on his birthday and name’s day, would
honor him with bouquets of flowers.”

[Mpn aKTUBHOM y4dacTuu Bnagbikm ApceHusa nNpu MOHAcCTbIpE,
roe yxe gencreosana lNacTtblpckas wkona v JeTCKUn nputoT,
OTKpbIBaeTcsa n ocesawaetca 13 Aesrycta 1939 roga v «ljom
AYXOBEHCTBa», ANS MEeHCMOHHbIX CBSALEHHOCTYXUTeneun.
YnpasnstoowmM 3Ttoro loma ctaHoBuTCs Ennckon ApceHuin.

Through the active participation of Bishop Arseny at the
Monastery, where a Pastoral School and an Orphanage was
already in operation, a Retirement Home for Clergy is also
opened and blessed on August 13 1939. Archbishop Arseny
is the manager of this Home.

Archbishop Arseny, in the years following his retirement, was
never idle. We hear of him visiting local parishes, blessing
altars, such as that of St. Nicholas Church in Olyphant,
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73.

74.

75.

Pennsylvania, on December 19 1940, or traveling to
assemblies and special occasions.

Mo 6narocnoBeHUto BbicOKONpeoCBsLLEeHHENLero
Mutpononuta ®eoduna, B 1940 roay, noa
HenocpeaCTBEHHbIM yrnpasneHmeM Ennckona ApceHuns bbina
coopyXeHa Ha knaabuuwe CBATO-TUXOHOBCKONO MOHACTbIPS
YacoBHSA-yCbINManbHMUA Ha4 MOrMIaMMN MPUCHONAMSATHbIX
CeaTtutenen Pycckon NpaBocnasHon Llepken B AMepuke
Bnagbiku Mutpononuta lnatoHa, n Ennckonos lNaBna um
AMdunodus.

With the blessing of His Beatitude Metropolitan Theophil, in
1940, under the direct guidance of Bishop ARSENY a Memorial
Chapel was constructed at the St. Tikhon’s Monastery
Cemetery in front of the graves of His Beatitude Metropolitan
Platon and Bishops Pavel and Amfilogiy, of blessed memory,
Enlighteners of the Russian Orthodox Church in America.

B 1941 roay Bnagbika pa3spabaTbiBaeT 4epTUXN U CMETY Ha
NOCTPOMKY HOBOro 3aaHua anga [letckoro nputota n 27 MapTta
nonyyaet 6narocnoseHne Mutpononmta ®eodunna Ha 31O
6naropoaHoe ageno.

In 1941, Vladyka prepares the building plan and specifications
for a new Orphanage building, and on March 27 receives a
blessing from Metropolitan Theophil for this blessed work.

Bnagbika ApceHuni Bcerga C NOHUMMaAHMEM OTHOCUICSH K
BBeAEeHWUIO AHIIMUCKOrO s3blka B 6borocnyxeHue,tem 6onee,
YTO 3TO rocyaapcCTBeHHble A3blk AMepukn n KaHagbl.
Monoaéxb oTxoauna ot Llepken nb6o He 3Hana pycckoro
A3blKa, Ha KOTOpoM Benucb Cnyx6bl Boxnn. C 6onbwimnm
TpyaoM Bnagbika aobmBancs Xopownx 3HaHUKU PYCCKOro
S13blKa OT BOCNMTAHHMKOB WKOMAbl. OH creunanbHO BBOAWUN
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AononHuTenbHble, No 3-4 ypoka B Heaeno, Ans
yCOBepLUeHCTBOBaHMA A3blka. Ho 60siblue BCero CKAOHSANCSA K
TOMY, 4YTO 3@ AHITIMUCKUM SA3bIKOM — Byayuiee. MHOrmMx
CBSALWEeHHOocnyxXuTenemn 6bi10 TpyaHo nepeybeantsb B 3TOM. BoT
HarnsaHbIM NpUMepP C MOHACTbIPCKO-LWKO/IbHOIO
borocnyxxeHus.

Vladyka Arseny addressed the matter of the use of the
English language in holy services with understanding, all the
more as this was the official language of America and Canada.
Youth left the Church for lack of knowledge of the Russian
language, in which the services were held. With much labour,
Vladyka established good Russian schools for the young. He
specifically held supplementary classes, 3 and 4 times a week
for perfection of the language. But most of all he leaned
toward the idea that English language was for future use.
Many clergy had difficulty accepting this. Here is a vivid
example from the monastic-school service.

B Cyb6oty, 13 Jekabps 1941 ropga, nepoamakoH o.Bacunumn
ncnpocun Moero 6narocnoBeHMs NpousHecTn 3a BeceHowHoM
HayanbHyt0 MUPHYIO eKTUHUIO No-aHrnmicku: «Lord, have
mercy>», 4To 6bI10 NpeaBapuUTENbHO pa3y4YeHO Ha cneBKax
CeMMHapucTamm noa pyKoBoACTBOM [MpeocBSALWEHHOrO
Ennckona Anekcusa."

“On Saturday, 13 December 1941, Hiero-Deacon Fr. Vasili
asked my blessing to serve the All-Night Vigil Ektenia and
response in English: ‘Lord have mercy’ which had been
preliminarily... by the seminarians under the direction of His
Grace, Bishop Alexey.

Koraa, nocne «bnarocnosu aywe mos Nocnoaga», o. Bacnnum
Hayan so3rnawartb MUPHYO eKTEHUIO NO-aHIMNIMNCKK, a NeBYne
OTBeYaTb TOXE MO-aHrINNCKKN, TO OHepeaHOoM
cBslWEHHoCnyXutenb, Nrymen BapcaHoduin, BO3MYTUICS U
CTan rpoMKo, CTos B antape B obnavyeHuun, HapyLluas nopsaok
CNy>X6bl U K BEJINKOMY CMYLLEHMIO MOMTALWMXCH, KpMyaTb: «4TO
3TO 3@ HOBOCTU, 1 HAYErO HE NMOHUMAlD, 1 He byay CAyXutb!»...
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After “Bless the Lord, O My Soul,” Father Vasili began the
verses of the Ektenia in English and the singers answered in
English, the one serving, Igumen Varsanufii was scandalized
by it and standing in the altar in his vestments, broke the
order of the service and with to the great confusion of the
ones praying, shouted: “"What is this new thing, I do not
understand anything, and I am not going to serve!”

51 otBeTUN 0. BapcaHoduio, UTO €Cn OH CITY>XWUTb HEe X04eT, TO
MOXET He CNYXWUTb, Pa3bsCHUB €My, KakK HEyMeCTHOCTb M1
HeAoNYCTMMOCTb €ro BbIXOAKM, TakK U BO3MOXHOCTb U Aaxe
XXenaTesbHOCTb ynoTpebneHnsa 3a HawnM 60rociyxeHnem
QHIIMNCKOro s3blKa.

I answered Fr. Varsanufii that if he did not want to serve, then
he need not serve and explained to him how inappropriate and
bewildering his behavior, that there was both a desire and
possibility to use the English language in our services.

O. BapcaHoduin pazobnaunaca n 4eMOHCTPATUBHO NMOKUHY
anTapb. Torga s HaNnoOXwn Ha cebs enuUTpaxmnb U BO3raacusl no
eKTeHun «sko nogobaeT», nepenas 3aTeM fganbHenwee
cnyxeHue BceHowHon o. NMpokonuto.

Fr. Varsanufii removed his vestments and demonstratively left
the altar. Then I placed on myself the epetrachilion and began
the Ektenia “Yako Podabaet” and then gave the rest of the
service of the All-Night Vigil over to Fr. Prokopii.

CerogHs, BO BpeMs BO3r/1aBsisseMon MHOW Jiutyprum, NrymeH
BapcaHoduin He SaBUICA CNYXUTb U B LLEPKBWU He 6bi.
O.Bacunnit Nnpon3sHEC MUPHYIO EKTUHUIO MO-aHITIMCKN, XOp
oTBeYasl No-aHrNMNCKN, «Bepyto» Yntan Toxe no-aHrnncKm
ctyaeHT . Po3gonbckuin, ctyaeHT M. CaB4yak npornoseabiBan
NO-pyCCKU — Y UHUMAEHTOB HUKAKUX He 6b110.*2

Today during the time I served (headed up?) the Liturgy,
Igumen Varsanufiy was not in the service and was not in
Church. Fr. Vasili did the Ektenia in English, the choir

* Tournrensueiimmit loxtan Epxuenuckona Apcenns Mutpomnonuty deoduny ot 14 Jlexabps
1941 roma. Esteemed Report of Archbishop Arseny to Metropolitan Theophil, December 14

1941.
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76.

77.

78.

79.

answered in English, "The Creed” was read in English by
student, P. Rozdolskii, student M. Savchak preached in English
and there were no incidents.

B 1944 roay yctaHOB/NEHHO npa3gHoBaHune 150-netus
cywectsoBaHus Pycckon lNpasocnasHon Llepken B CeBepHOM
Amepuke. Bnagbika ApceHuin 6bii1 BbibpaH 4sieHOM
tO6bunenHoro KommteTta, KOTOpbIN 3aHUMaNCsa NoAroTOBKOM U
npoBeAeHNEM TOPXECTBEHHOIO NPO34HOBaHMS cero
BblAAOLWErocs B Xu3Hu LlepkBu cobbiTums.

In 1944, the 150" Anniversary of Russian Orthodoxy in North
America was celebrated. Vladyka Arseny was chosen as a
member of the Jubilee Committee, which was involved in the
preparation and agenda of this celebration, so important in
the events of Church life.

On October 4 1945, at the age of 79, Archbishop Arseny fell
asleep unto the Lord in Moses Taylor Hospital in Scranton,
Pennsylvania. The funeral and interment took place on
October 9th at St. Tikhon’s Monastery attended by Their
Graces, Archbishop Vitaliy, Bishop Alexiy, Bishop Makariy, and
Bishop Leontiy, and more than fifty priests, Hieromonks and
Deacons, as well as students and friends.

9 OkTs6ps 1945 roga y HOXXHOW CTEHbl CAMOW YaCOBHMU
MuTtpononuTta lNnatoHa norpebeHo Teno yconwero Ctapua-
Bnaabikn npucHonamMatHoro Apxuenmckona ApceHus
(YaxosuoBa), ocHoBaTens CBATO-TUXOHOBCKONO MOHACTbIPS.
On October 9 1945, on the south side of the wall of the
Chapel of Metropolitan Platon was laid to rest the body of the
reposed Staretz-Vladyka of blessed memory, Archbishop
Arseny (Chahovtsov), founder of St. Tikhon’s Monastery.

So much remains to be said about this remarkable man. It is

obvious that his contribution to the Orthodox Church in
America and Canada was memorable and foundational. He
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shared as passionately the same missionary vision as the
great saints and Fathers of Orthodoxy with whom he worked.
He was capable of being all things to all people. He was a
married priest, a widower, a father, a parish priest, a monk,
an Igumen, a Dean and Rector, a traveling preacher, a
prisoner, a Bishop, a founder of monasteries and pastoral
schools and orphanages. He walked in the company of great
men and women of the faith in every part of his life, and in
every country he lived. He was a learned man, an eloquent
man, and a humble man. Indeed, he was most of all humble.
If he has remained in the background, if his extraordinary life
and contribution to the Church have gone unsung it is
because his accomplishments were never for their own sake,
but for the Church, in which he knew he was only a servant.
His was not a zeal for self advancement, it was a genuine zeal
for the Kingdom of God, for the Gospel, and it is significant
that he is best remembered as a master homilist, as a
Canadian Chrysostom. His was a life of service, of sacrifice, of
love for the Church. In a word, his was a life lived in
response: response to the call of priesthood, response to the
call of the North American mission, response to the call of
God wherever it would lead. And we hear his response, even
on the eve of his return as Bishop to Canada,

“I am coming. My heart is ready. O my God! Ready!”
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Appendix

Translation from Canadian Orthodox Calendar, 1962, "To The
Bright Memory of His Eminence, Archbishop Arseny,"
pages 48 - 50:

[CHAPLAIN TO WHITE ARMY...]

In this heroic post the Bolsheviks seize Archimandrite Arseny and
sentence him to be shot. Hearing the verdict, which was to be carried
out the following morning, Father Arseny entrusted himself to the will
of God and with prayer prepared himself and all around him for the
departure of his soul, to the life of peace where the enemies have no
place. But in the morning, a miracle occurred: a opposing squadron
appeared and released all the prisoners from their death sentence.
After this miraculous deliverance from death, Archimandrite Arseny
moved to Serbia.....

[THEN BEING CONSECRATED BISHOP....AND COMNG TO CANADA]

It seemed that the end had come to all suffering and abuse for Bishop
ARSENY. But the storm of the Russian Revolution carried its battle to
the American and Canadian Russo-Orthodox. And self-will began to
make itself evident in the Church, various agitators arose, one with the
great, others with less grace, “the living, from Moscow”,” “the dead,
from Kiev,” and each began to teach his own things. Church laws and
canons began to be called “dishlom,” (the hitch separating horses
when they are in harness — There is Ukrainian proverb -" 3akoH sk
ANWNO: Kyan He noBepHew, Tak U Buwno” “church laws are like a
hitch, wherever you turn, there they are” ) One of our priests, Father
Joseph, someone killed. Another, Father P. Dovheyko, suffered. On
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the eve of Pascha, all of his effects in his apartment were demolished.
A matushka had her cheekbone disjointed. In Toronto, someone
burned the house, at that time used as a church while the priest and
the parish were gathered in Nativity celebrations with the children in
Bishop’s reception hall, and there was no insurance to cover the loss.

Such were the circumstances under which Vladyka Arseny began his
work in the Episcopal vineyard in Canada. And without any financial
support, as our people were not ready to bear the expenses of clergy
support, as they were used to thinking that once one was a hierarch or
a pries, he must have all himself and work for the good of the people.
But Vladyka Arseny did not become despondent. He was strong in
spirit and full of deep faith in the help of the Lord and the Lord did help
him in all things. Vladyka traversed the breadth of Canada, back and
forth, with a frequency that likely to that time no Canadian had ever
done. They said he did not ride, but “he flew” —and he was called “the
flying Bishop.” Vladyka would appear everywhere and at any time. At
church feastdays and prazdniks he would preach two and three times
in one day. The faithful of the Church loved him and his enemies hated
him with a passion. Once, at a gathering of clergy at Canora,
Saskatchewan, in the home of the priest (on a farm), the enemies of
the church began to shoot through the window and all of the clergy
had to lie on the floor to avoid getting hit by bullets. Not paying
attention to this, Vladyka Arseny continued to “rightly define the word
of truth” of the Holy Church of Jesus Christ. He often called clergy
together, gave guidance and advice; in his time two All-Canadian
Assemblies were held, and a monastery was established at Sifton,
Manitoba. No labours could break the robust health of Vladyka, but
church disputes and useless courts took their toll on him. I saw, how
after one court case over a church, the ailing Vladyka took the stand,
and in the evening in his room he wept like a child, saying: “Father,
did God establish hierarch for wordly courts?”

Metropolitan Theophil, seeing the failing health of Vladyka Arseny,
transferred him to St. Tikhon’s Monastery, making him the abbot

(namestnikom) and commissioned him to organize its Pastoral School
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for the preparation of young pastors. We all know how many good
shepherds have come out of this school established by Archbishop
ARSENY, the principal one our Archpastor, His Beatitude, Metropolitan
Leontiy, and especially Canadian clergy, which every year on the
second of Octobe raise their prayers to the Lord God for the repose of
the soul of Archbishop Arseny in the dwellings of the righteous.

Beneath the greenery of the Orthodox cemetery at St. Tikhon’s
Monastery, among all of the archpastors and pastors, our dear and
unforgettable “"Abba” Arseny rests in the earth, who did not value
earthly glory—he bore a heavenly disposition—never working for
personal advantage, but Christ’s truth, for which he stood and endured
so many tribulations. The departed one was a stranger to mutual
animosities, honor-seeking and pride —-these deep and terrible sins of
our times.

For his uncommon love and zeal for the truth of the Lord and Christ’s
Church, may the Lord grant his soul rest in His heavenly habitations

and grant him the inheritance of eternal life with all the saints in the

Heavenly Kingdom of Christ!

Prot. Aleksander Pisa, Kanadskii Pravslavnii Kalendar na 1953 Hod,
pps. 48 - 50.

(Fr. Aleksander served in Toronto and perhaps other parts of Canada;
his writing, in 1953, was from San Diego, California)
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Letter of His Beatitude, Metropolitan Nikodim of Kharkov
August 2 2004

To: Rector of Holy Trinity Sobor
Winnipeg, Canadian Archdiocese
Orthodox Church in America
Very Reverend Anatoly Melnyk

Your Very Reverend Father!

Having received Your request for a search of materials relating to
Archbishop Arseny (Chahovtsov) and his struggle with the Uniates, we
were able with effort to do all possible in order to relay to You several
factual accounts relating to him.

Archbishop Arseny (Andrij L'vovich Chahovtsov) was born in 1860, and
completed Kharkov Seminary in 1887; his earliest service activities
were undertaken in the Church of the Nativity of the Holy Theotokos in
the village of Derhachi, Kharkiv district (U’esd), in the Kharkov
Province (Guberniya).

In 1886, to the family of Fr. Andrij Chahovtsov was born a son,
Dionysius; he also became a priest, but in 1937 he was shot
(documents relating to Dionysius Andrijevich are enclosed).

At the end of the 19th century, Fr. Andrij was bereaved and on 30
November (Old Style), 1900 he forwarded a request to enter
monasticism to Archbishop Amvrosy (Kliucharev), for which he
received a blessing to enter the Kuriazhskii monastery in the Kharkov
Gubernaya.

8 December 1902 (Old Style), the future Hieromonk left for North
America for missionary purposes.
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In 1905, in the state of Pennsylvania, he founded St. Tikhon’s
Monastery and was made head of this monastic community.

In honor of his active work among the Uniates, which brought the
return of many to Orthodoxy, and the founding of many parishes, an
Act (Ukaz) of the Holy Synod in 1909 elevated Father Arseny to the
title of “Archimandrite.”

In 1910, Archimandrite Arseny returned to the Kharkov Diocese,
becoming an assistant to the Diocesan Missionary, Protopresbyter
Timofei Butkevich.

In 1913, he became the head of the Hrihori-Bizuikov Monastery,
Kherson-Odessa Diocese, and on August 12 1914 (Old Style) the head
of the Pastoral/Missionary Seminary in the same monastery; here, in
1915 a Professor of the Seminary was Hieromonk Onufrii (Hahaliuk),
later Hiero-Martyr Archbishop Onufriy.

At this point all accounts concerning Archimandrite Arseny
(Chahovtsov) cease.

It is plausible to assume, however, that Archimandrite Arseny, being in
the Kherson Diocese, was acquainted with many Arch-pastors,
particularly Metropolitan Benjamin (Fedchenkov), about whom much is
written about his work in the "White Movement,” in the archival
collection, No. 035607, T — 1. Sluzbi Bezopasnosti Ukrainsti po
Karkhovskoyi Oblasti (The Archives of the Ukrainian Defence Service,
Kharkov Oblast) also contains the recollection that Archimandrite
Arseny (Chahovtov), was called by the Head of the Commission to
serve the spiritual needs of the White Army.

Information on the period that Archimandrite Arseny was overseas
would be found in the United States of America. Who consecrated
Archimandrite Arseny to the Episcopacy and his life after that requires
further study, and the enclosed information requires verification.
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(We are enclosing the archival material which we were able to locate
on Archimandrite Arseny.)

With my Archpastoral Blessing,
+ NIKODIM, Metropolitan of Kharkov

Chairman of the Canonization Commission
Holy Synod of the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
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Document of Rehabilitation
Chahovetz, Dionysius Andrijevich*?

Date of Birth

Place of Birth

Nationality

Citizenship

Occupation and
Place of Work

Place of Residence

Additional Comments

Family Facts

born in 1886 [exact date not given, - C.]
Village of Derhachi, Kharkov Oblast
Ukrainian

Citizen of the USSR

Priest of the church in the village of
Andrievka, Balakleiskii district of the

Kharkov region

Village of Andrievka, Balakleiskii District,
Kharkov region

[None]

Wife, Antonina Ivanovna, 49 years
Son, Nikolai, 15 years

Chahovetz, D.A. was arrested 16 October 1937 by the Balakleiskii
NKVD. By order of the Triumverate of the NKVD of the Kharkov Oblast
of November 14 1937 according to the statutes of 54-10 YK YCCP,
Chahovetz D.A. was sentenced to be shot.

The order was carried out on November 28 1937 in the city of

Kharkov.

* Son of Archbishop Arseny.
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By order of statute of the Presidium of the Supreme Soviet of the
USSR of January 18 1989, “"Retribution and Justice for Those Who
Sacrificed Their Lives in the Period of Repression, 1930s, 1940s and
early 1950s,”

CHAHOVETS, Dionysius Andrijevich is fully
REHABILITATED.
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